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PRE FACE. 


HE Lives of Churchmen and 
Diſſenters, which are the Sub- 
ject of the enſuing Letter, have been 
but rarely, and then only occaſionally, 
touched upon in thoſe Controverſial 
Writings, which from time to time have 
paſſed between them. The Diſſenters 
not having, it ſeems, thought fit to 
inſiſt much upon thoſe Points in the 
Argumentatrve, but only in the Inbeciibe 
or Declamatory Way, the Writers on 
our Side did not ſeem to think they had 
any Occaſion to conſider them. But, 
in my Opinion, we ſhould have done 
it of ourſelves. For I am greatly miſ- 
taken, if, for one who renounces the 
A 2 Commu- 
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Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Chureh 
upon any Scruple about conforming to 
the Conſtitution, the Rites, and Cere- 
monies thereof, there are not ten who 
do it merely in purſuance of a Notion 
they are poſſeſſed with of better Edijy- 
ing and better Living in their Churches. 
And if ſo, the putting their People in 
a rigbi way of Thinking, in regard to 


thoſe two Points, would help more to 


weaken, and go farther towards put- 
ting an End to the unhappy Schiſm 


they are engaged in, than the com- 
pleteſt and moſt unanſwerable Vindi- 
cation of the Conſtitution, and of all 


the Forms and Appointments of the 


Church. The former of theſe No- 
tions has been often largely conſidered, 


and excellently well refuted, - particu- 
larly in the London Caſes. The latter 
I here undertake to confider; no body 
elſe, as I before intimated; at leaft 


ſo far as I know, having yet done it 


to 


to any 8 1 have been raſh 
enough to take the Occaſion,. which 


was given me, to animadvert upon ne 
of their worthieſt Miniſters and ableſt 
Writers; he having ſaid more upon 
this Subject than I have met with elſe- 

where. I have conſidered the Special 
Obligations which he ſuppoſes Diſſenters 
under to greater Holineſs of Life; and 
I have made appear, that the peculiar 


Advantages, which he alſo gn 


Church, towards the ſame End, are none 
at all; but, on the contrary, that we 

have many Advantages of that Sort, 
which are wholly wanting in their 
Churches. I have offered divers Con- 
ſiderations upon the Lives of Church- 
men and our Diſſenting Brethren, as 
well Miniſters as People; and have 
ſhewn, I hope, they have not ſa much 
on thoſe Accounts to boaſt 3 as, 1 
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and what they have is not owing to 
any peculiar Excellencies and ſuperior 
Advantages, ' in their Way, towards 
nouriſhing Men up in Goodneſs, but 
to Circumſtances and Cauſes of a quite 
different nature and that, after all, 
Religion is to "0 tried only by the 
Doctrines and Practices thereof, and 
not by the Lives of its n 


I hope I may be allowed to take 
the Notice 1 have of this Gentleman, 


without offending either him or others. 
He himſelf — in the Book which 


not be improper in ſome Parts of their 


Miniſtrations to enter into the Merits of 


the Cauſe, and modeſily to give their 
People the Reaſons why they ſeparate 


from the Public Worſhip © f the Pars b. | 


And then, doubtleſs, he LE allow. me 
modeſtly to ſhew that thoſe are. no 
Reaſons; eſpecially When this is done, 

as 
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as I here declare it to. be, with ne, more 
Intention to maintain a Controverſy 
with bim, than he profeſſes to have. to 
begin one with his Brethren of the 
Eftabliſhed Church ; though I muſt 
ſay, too, when Things ſo highly, : and, 
at the ſame time, ſo injuriouſly reflect⸗ 
ing upon it are advanced, and pub- 
liſhed to the World, he col not, I 
think, reaſonably expect to eſcape, and 
I admire he has hitherto eſcaped Anim- 
adverſion from one or other. 


A Deſign of the Nature ſet forth 
above, if it were well executed, would, 


I believe, be thought an eſſential Ser- 


vice to the Church of England. How 


it has been executed in the following 
Writing, the ingenuous Reader is to 
judge. But if it had not been thought 
that ſome /mall Service to Religion 
and the Church of God might be ex- 
pected, or, however, hoped for from 


it, 
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it, I ſhould have indulged my Relu- 


ances, and given way to thoſe Rea- 
ſons which were rifing continually in 
my Mind againſt making it public, 
and let it remain with me an Anecdote 
for ever. 


A 959 
L E T T E R 
CONCERNING 
THE LIVES 
' OF 


Churchmen and Diſſenters, &c. 


$1 R, 


T. laſt time we were together, at tlie 
Houſe of Mr. G—, our Neighbour and 
common Friend, in that delightful A- 
rove which commands one of the fineſt Prof 
in the World, being the Anniverſary of the Re- 
ſtoration of King Charles the Second and the Royal 
Family, the Converſation, as on ſuch a Day was 
natural, turned, for a while, the marvellous 
Footſteps of divine Providence in that Revolution, 
and the happy Effects of it. In abatement of which, 
however, one of the Company took notice of that 
Deluge of Debauchery and Profaneneſs which then 
broke in upon us. And hereupon, as you doubt- 
leſs remember, you was pleaſed to obſerve, ** that 
« the Corruption was not general, but one Part 
& of the Nation yet held to their former Strict- 
* neſs.” And you farther added, in Terms, how- 
ever, as your way „ is, very reſpectful to the 
Company, 
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Company, who were hearty and ſerious Confor- 
miſts to the Church of England, that there was 
« then, and has been ever ſince, in the Lives of 
ce the two Parties of Churchmen and Diſſenters, a 
« Difference ſo viſible, and fo greatly to the ad- 
<« yantage of the latter, as to be, to you, a mighty 
« Confirmation in the way of Non- conformity you 
« wasin; ſince it muſt, and did apparently proceed 
e from ſome ſpecial Advantages, towards growing 
© in Grace and Goodneſs, you enjoyed above the 
„Members of the Church. For you could not 
« help thinking, that was the beſt Religion which 
« had the moſt of thoſe Advantages and did ac- 
“ cordingly produce the beſt Fruits. And 
you took that occaſion to recommend a Book 
written by your very ingenious Friend Dr. Watts, 
entitled, An Attempt towards the Revival of Pradli- 


cal Religion among Chriſtians, wherein this Subject 


(you told us) is largely handled. — You had no 
ſooner done, but I perceived the Eyes of the whole 
Company turn upon me; not, I ſuppoſe, as one 
whom they thought abler than themſelves to ſay 
what was proper to be ſaid, but as one whom it 
would not become, by reaſon of his Cloth, to be 
wanting, on ſuch an occaſion, to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of, and do right to the Church of England. 
This drove me from my natural Taciturnity ; 
and therefore addreſſing myſelf to you —— I rea- 


dily acknowledged, that a great Debauchery of 


Manners did come in with the Reſtoration, as a 
Debauchery of Principles came in with another 
Revolution that has ſince happened, which, never- 
theleſs, we then gratefully received, and think on 
n0w with Pleaſure. And if the Debaucbery of that 
Time did not reach the Non-conformiſts, it was, 
perhaps, becauſe the Joy of that Time did not reach 


them neither. The great and fudden Joy of the 


Royal 
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Royal Party, for their happy Deliverance from a 
long and grievous Oppreſſion, made them almoſt 
mad, (as the Oppreſſion itſelf, according to Solo- 
mon's Obſervation, had before made them, though 
in a different way) and puſhed them on into many 
Extravagancies and ſinful Follies. But your Joy, 
on that occaſion, being ſo very moderate, we may 
ceaſe to wonder, that it did not tranſport you into 
any Exceſſes, or do much injury to your Morals. 
This is all, as I remember, I thought neceſſary to 
ſay upon that Head. — But as to your being con- 
firmed in your preſent way of Non-conformity by 
ſeeing the Difference of Life between Churchman 
and Diſſenter, ſo much, you ſaid, t the Advan- 
tage of the latter; I took that to be a Matter of 
greater Moment, and ſo thought it neceſſary to 
enter deeper into it; and did accordingly offer ma- 
ny things, to ſhew you how falſe and deluſive, 
how groundleſs and unreafonable your Satisfaction 
was, Some of theſe, if I was not deceived, and 
that greatly too, ſtuck with you. And my ob- 
ſerving this made me, afterwards, that I could not 


be eaſy within myſelf, without doing ſomething 
more, to lower, and, if poſſible, to /ake quite away, 


that Satisfaction, which, I plainly ſaw, was ſo per- 
nicious to you. | 


To fay truth, I was, at firſt, not a little ſurpriz- 


ed, to find Zou in ſuch a train of Thinking. I 
could not but admire, how a Gentleman, though 
not brought up in the Schools of Learning, yet fo 
much improved by Converſation, and by running 
to and fro in the way of Cammerce, whereby the 
Mind is enlarged, and Knawledge is —_—_ and 
who, ſince his Retirement to that elegant Scat in the 
Country, and fine Eſtate about it, acquired by his 
Induſtry and prudent Management, has ſo much 
given himſelt up to * I could not, J ſay, 
; | a "but 


* 
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but wonder, how a Gentleman of your Capacity and 
Underſtanding could. be miſled by ſuch an Ar- 
gument into the By ways of Separation. But when, 
after a little Reflection, I came to conſider you in 
another light, as one who has a Zeal for God, and 
an ardent Deſire to promote the Intereſts of Godli- 
neſs and practical Religion, my wonder preſently 
ceaſed ; and I thought it natural you ſhould think 
well of a Cauſe which may ſeem to have ſome ſort 
of Connexion with thoſe good Things. This, I 
plainly perceived, was your Prejudice, (for you 
muſt allow me to call it ſo) a laudable one in- 
deed ! if any Prejudice can be laudable, but ſuch, 
however, as has a little blinded you, and led you 
already into ſome erroneous Ways, and, if you have 
not a care, may lead you into others that are yet 
more erroneous. It has blinded and miſled Thou- 
fands before you. For, Sir, this is not your own 
particular Prejudice, but is general and ancient, and 


has been carefully cultivated among you from the 


very beginning of the Separation, ] have 
read ſomewhere, that in the Grand Rebellion a 
certain Officer, in the Service of the Parliament, 
being taken Priſoner by the Royaliſts, was by 
them kindly aſked, How it was poſſible a Gentle- 
man of his Education and Improvements could be 
engaged in ſo unrighteous a Cauſe? To whom he 
made this Reply; that he had not, perhaps, 
© conſidered the Merits of the Cauſe fo carefully as 
© he ought to have done; being prejudiced, as he 
«© knew many others were, againſt his Majeſty's 


4 Service, by ſeeing the looſe and diſorderly Lives 
* of many Cavaliers.“ And the fame poor Pre- 
judice biaſſed many againſt the Church, in favour 
of the Sectaries of thoſe Times. The greater 
Strictneſs of theſe in certain Points and Duties of 
Religion was no ſmall Advantage to their Cauſe 4 

| and, 


CHURCHMEN and DISSENTERS. Li 


and, to give them their due, they were not 
wanting to make the moſt of it, by ſetting 
themſelves forth, Miniſters and People, as the 
Gens ſacra (fo I think Lewis du Moulin calls 
them) holy Men, of whom the World was not wor- 
thy; while the Biſhops and Clergy were conſtant- 
ly repreſented as not only Strangers to, but even 
Haters and Deriders of ſerious Godlineſs; and the 
Laity adhering to them, almoſt one and all, as an 
ignorant, worldly, lewd, drunken, blaſphemous 
Crew, a World lying in Wickedaeſs. By this well 
choſen Topic for Declamation, they drew great 
Numbers after them. Dry Diſputations about 
Church Government, and other Points in Diffe- 
rence between us, few of the People were either 
diſpoſed or qualified to enter much into. They 


could not well judge of the Truth or Falſhood 


of Principles and Doctrines; but they could eaſily 


diſtinguiſh between a ſober and a ſenſual, a ſtrict 


and a diſorderly, a good and a bad Life. And 
when they had found who they were that led the 
beſt Lives, they had found, as they thought, who 
had the beſt Religion. The old Managers of the 
Diſſenting Cauſe would have been loth, I gueſs, to 
offer this Argument to the World in a ftri# and 
logical way; but were willing, tis plain, the Mul- 
titude, as they did, ſhould run away with it. The 
Pretence was ſpecious, and not ill ſuited to thoſe 
Times, when there confeffedly was, among hem, 
a greater Strictneſs in ſome laudable Practices of 
Religion, than was, commonly, ſeen among the 
Members of the Church ; a greater Difference in 
their Lives, than there ac appears to be. The 

eſent Degeneracy and Corruption of Manners is 
o great, and ſo nigh univerſal, as leaves little 
room, a Man would think, for either Harangue 
or Argument of this nature, But *tis a Topic, I 

perceive, 
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perceive, too popular and captivating, to be eaſily 
forſakenz and we ſee your Writers now and then 
ſtriving to make ſomething of it. And the Hum- 
ble Attempt, Ic. which you ſo heartily recommend- 
ed (for your Recommendation, added to that Cu- 
rioſity I had before to ſee every thing of that in- 
genious Gentleman's, ſet me immediately upon 
reading it) makes, here and there, ſome Efforts that 
way. And though the very Attempt to revive 


practical Religion among Diſſenters, whom it is 


chiefly written for, and more particularly ſuited to, 
plainly implies in the Author an Opinion thac it is, 
at prefent, in a low and languiſhing State, and ready 
to die away among them ; yet he has taken care to 
interſperſe, up and down, ſome Intimations, that 
there is yet fach a wide Difference in the Lives of 
Churchmen and Diſſenters, as may well recom- 
mend the Religions of the later (any, or all of 
them, I ſuppoſe} to our Choice and Preference. 
I ſhall beg leave to lay before you ſome Strictures 
which I have drawn up on thole Parts of the Book 
which have relation to the Subject of our Diſcourſe, 
particularly, where he aſſerts, and, at large, main- 
rains, that you are not only under ſpecial Obliga- 
tions, but alſo enjoy divers peculiar Advantages 
above us in Matters of Religion, and towards 
riſing to the higheſt Degrees of Chriſtian Holineſs 
and Perfection; and then add ſome farther Conſi- 


derations, vhich did not occur to my Thoughts at 


the time of our late Converſation, in hopes theredy 
to finiſþ your Conviction. 
I begin ** with thoſe Obligations which you 
and other Proteſtant Diſſenters are ſuppoſed to be 
under to a more exemplary Holineſs of Life. Theſe 
Sir, I do aſſure you, I am no wa 4 
pute. You ſhall ] think, for me, Gn are as many 


of them lying upon you, as you pleaſe. The - 
| and 
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and greater you apprehend them to be, the more 
likely you will be to comply with them, and to be 
led thereby to thoſe higher Attainments in Religion 
to which this worthy Gentleman is conducting you. 
Yet I cannot but obſerve, moſt of the ſpecial Obli- 
gations, which he ſuggeſts, are fitter, though I hope 
they were not intended, to ſtir up in your Minds a 
Spirit of bitter Strife and Animoſity againſt the 
Church and Churchmen, than a Spirit of Holineſs 
and Sanctification among yourſelves. 

One ſpecial Obligation, it ſeems, to your living 
holily, that ſo you may ſecure your eternal In- 
tereſts in the next World, is taken from its being 

our Portion to ſuffer ſo much in bis. You are 
therefore bid — Awake, awake, my Friends. Do 
you not aim at ſomething glorious and divine, that 
will counter poize all the Evils you ſuſtain * Awake — 
and let your Charafter and Piety brighten upon the 
World; let your unconteſted Virtues ſhine amang Men ; 
let them efface all the Gloom and Darkneſs that is 
thrown upon your Names, and overpower the unrigh- 
teous Scandal. What ? ſhall we be caſt out of all 
public Offices, Truſts, and Salaries, as Men un- 
worthy of civil Benefits and Honours, and, in many 
Inſtances, be retrenched of the more private and com- 
mon Profits of this World, and yet content ourſelves 
to obtain none of the Treaſures, that relate to another 
World, in the room of them? Shall we bear the Scof- 
fings of our Neighbours, and be derided as Fools and 
Fanatics? Shall we be reviled as Men of Humour 
and Hypocriſy, as Dereivers and falſe Brethren, and 
content our ſelves to bear all theſe Indignities in the 
preſent Life, without gaining any thing by it, with 
regard to Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Life to come 
«= Zut why, I pray, all this unreaſonable Ag- 


p. 194. 
gravation ? 
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gravation? Why all this Eutbiſiaſm this Vehe- 
mence of Expreſſion ? this Pomp of Words ? Does 
the Occaſion require it? or, indeed, will it bear it ? 
In my poor opinion, theſe are Things fitter to be 
ſaid to the late Sallaburgh Emigrants, than to Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in South Britain. If your Caſe, 
Sir, is here rightly repreſented, you muſt have a 
fad time of it. One cannot imagine leſs, than that 
ſome of you are condemned in heavy Fines or haled 
to Priſon; that others dare not ſhew their Heads, 
or are booted thro the Streets with Reproach and 
Obloquy, or hiſſed off the Exchange, and affronted 
in all public Companies, and private Converſations. 
Bur is there any thing like it? There may be per- 
haps here and there a pleaſant Fellow who has his 
Foke for you, or a malapert one, who ſhall call you 
Foals or Fanatics, But are there none who have 
their Flings, too, at Churchmen, and for their 
Feels and Fanatics return them the Compliments 
of mere Formaliſts, angry Bigots, fiery Zealots, Sons 
of Violence, furious Perſecutors, Popiſhly affected, 
Enemies to the preſent Settlement of the Crown, Ha- 
ters of Godlineſs and godly Men, and the like? I 
doubt there are; and thoſe, too, of a higher Claſs 
than ſuch of us as are commonly guilty of the Petu- 
lancies abovementioned. And yet, I think, I ſhould 
hardly reckon this a reaſonable Topic to argue upon 
with my Friends of the Eſtabliſhed Church; nor 
call upon them to take care to be happy in the next 
World, tbat ſo they may counterpoize all the 
Evils they ſuſtain in this from the Hands of Diſſen- 
ters. 

I don't believe you, Sir, can ever approve of 

thoſe invidious Complaints of Perſecution and O 
reſſion with which your Writers have filled the 
orld for many Years paſt, For you * 
ng 
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ſeeing there is not the leaſt Reaſon for them, and 
that they are evidently meant only to ſerve a Cauſe. 
Tis a fine thing to have the Credit of being perſe- 
cuted for Religion, when one feels nothing of it: 
And beſides, when the Notion of ſuch a thing once 
gets among the blind and undiſcerning Multitude, it 
may help to ſtir up and miſlead their Paſſions, ex. 
cite their Pity, and bring in Converts to your 
Churches. But, miethinks, they ſhould have had 
ſome Conſideration of, and Reverence for others, 
whoſe Eyes are more open than thoſe of the Vulgar, 
yet can't diſcover the leaſt Colour or Pretence for 
theſe heavy Complaints, and plainly ſee they are 
altogether groundleſs. For my own part, I never 
think of them without thinking of Monf. De Meaux, 
and his Paſtoral Letters to the Proteſtants of France; 
and whether were the greater, the Aſſurance of that 
Frenchman, in telling the Proteſtants there, in the 
midſt of their Sufferings and Terrors, that they 
had ſuffered nothing, that 0 Violence had been of- 
fered to any one of them, in bis Perſon or Goods, 
and that they had been ſo far from enduring Torments, 
that they bad not ſo much as beard them mentioned ; 
or the Modeſty of theſe, while in the full Enjoyment 
of Eaſe, Security, and Credit, they complain of 
Hardſhips and Oppreſſions, which of theſe (I ſay) 
were the greater, one is at ſome loſs to deter- 
mine. | 

As to your being retrenched of the more private 
and common Profits of the World, I know not well 
what the Gentleman means. But this I know, 
that a Diſſenter in Trade (as moſt of you are) may 

be pretty ſecure of all of thè Ame Way, and has 

commonly too his Share of his Conforming Neigh- 

bours (who, I'll fay that for them, ſeldom trouble 

themſelves much whete they lay out their Money) 

for his Cuſtomers. 1 I hope, ph 
0 1 
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allow is no Diſcouragement to — the Diſſention. 
Were all the Members of the Church to follow 
their Examples, confining their Dealings to them- 
ſelves, in the ſame Manner and Degree your Peo- 
ple do, it would make the Meetings a good deal 
thinner than they are, and be, in fine, the ſhorteſt 
Hay with the Diſſenters. — Excuſe me, good Sir, 
theſe laſt Words, which, I am ſenſible, have had, 
ſince the Days of De Foe, a diſagreeable Sound in 
the Ears of all honeſt Men, as well as Diſſenters. 
But, I uſe them not, I declare, like that inſidious 
Wretch, by way of Propolal or Advice to thoſe of 
our Communion, but merely by way of Reply to 
this Author's Complaint, that, by being Diſſenters, 
they are great Loſers as to the common Profits of the 
World. According to all the Obſervations I can 
make, they are far enough from being Loſers, on 
that account; ſo far, that, if I had a Son brought 
up to any Trade, and had no Conſideration, either 
for him or myſelf, of another World, I ſhould be 
ready to ſay to him, at ſetting up—— My Son, get 
Money; and, in order to that, be & Diſſenter. —1 
cannot, indeed, pretend to any Experience, or much 
Infight into Matters of Trade; but I have Eyes to ſee, 
and Ears to hear what paſſes in the World. How- 
ever, Sir, I am willing to put the Matter to Tou, 
and leave it with your Conſcience, Whether you 
really think your being Diſſenters (taking you one 
with another) is any Prejudice to you, in the Shop? 
Or did 77, in particular, find it any to yourſelf, 
upon the Exchange? Or do you really believe, you 
might have raiſed, by Commerce, a fairer Eſtate 
than you have done, in caſe you had been a Church- 
man ? 

The other Grievance (if any Grievance it be) he 
complains of, that your Friends are ſhut out from 
all Offices, Truſts, Salaries, civil Benefits, and Honours, 
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is indeed more manifeſt, Yet I will engage, as ſim- 
le as I fit here, it ſhall be removed, when they will 
* down their Enmity to the Church, that is, in 
ſhort, to one half part of the Conſtitution. And one 
would hope, they have not the Conſcience to aſk it, 
n other Terms. | 
Their being Enemies, I expect you will tell me, 

to one part of the Conſtitution is not Ground enough 
for their being excluded from the other. Let it be 
then ſaid, they are Enemies to both; for, certainly, 
they ought to be ſo eſteemed. Church and State, 
here in England, are ſo incorporated and united, 
that they mult have, like the married Pair, the ſame 
Friends and Enemies, and ftand or fall together. 
And, as whoever is admitted into the Service of one 
has thereby great Opportunities of hurting the other, 
ſo whoever actually ruins one will be found eventually, 
if not intentionally to ruin the other alſo. And this 
is ſurely Reaſon enough why the Enemies or Diſ- 
affected to either ſhould be excluded from both. It 
is upon theſe Grounds that it is thought reaſonable 
and neceſſary (and, I dare ſay, by Diſſenters, as well 
as others) that Nonjuring Clergymen ſhould be ex- 
cluded from all Promotions in the Church. A Non- 
juring Rector, Vicar, or Curate has, to be ſure, by 
Virtue and in the Way of his Office, Means and 
Opportunities to weaken and undermine the Civil 
State: and, if he ſhould actually do it, the Church 
itſelf, together with the State, would be endangered. 
He therefore is ſhut out of the Church. Very well. 
But has not then (for Example) a Diſſenting Mayor 
of-a Corporation, by the Influence he has upon the 
Legiſlature, (eſpecially as thoſe Gentry a order 
Matters) greater Opportunities to undermine and 
ſubvert the Church? In which Caſe, the Civil 
State, I doubt, would ſtand as tottering, as the 
Church would in the _ And why, then, mult 
| - 2 | pot 
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not be be excluded from the Service of the State 
In a word, common Senſe (it I have any) cries loudly, 
$ Let both be excluded, or both admitted; there 
being no Reaſon, that is fit to be owned, for ex- 
cluding or admitting oxe, which will not hold as 
good for admitting, or excluding the other. And, 
fince the Church is content to exclude, and loſe the 
Services of many learned and pious Men, who are 
perfectly well affected to it, for the Safety of the 
State (though for its own too in the Iſſue) I think 
the State can do no leſs, in regard to the Safety of 


the Church (and indeed its own, in the Event of 


things) than return the Civility by keeping the E- 
nemies of the Church out of 7s Service. 
| I entreat you, Sir, not to tell me that the Go- 
vernment may greatly ſuffer by being deprived of 
the Services of many wiſe and able Men. For if 
you will pleaſe to look about you, you will ſee ſome- 
thing daily paſſing to convince you, that there are 
ſcarcely half ſo may Services, many as there are, to 
be done the Government, as there are humble Ser- 
vants, Members of the Church of England, and 
of ſufficient Abilities (as they, at leaſt, think) to 
do them ; and the letting in a Multitude of Com- 
titors and Expectants more than there are already, 
might only ſerve to encreaſe our Factions, as fo 
many more muſt be, on courſe, diſappointed of their 
Deſires and Hopes, (which, doubtleſs they will, 
all, think juſt and reaſonable,) and, conſequently, 
grow diſcontented. Nor let their good Behaviour 
towards the preſent Government be pleaded: If 
they have behaved well towards the Government, 
they have done their Duty, but they have done no 
more then was their Duty ta do, and are unprofitable 
Subjects. Have they ſtood always firm in their 
Allegtance, and never been found in any rebellious 
or ſeclitious Practices? Then, with my _— no 
| alns 
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Pains and Penalties ſhall be inflicted on them; there 
ſhall be no Revocation of their Toleration; all their 
civil and religious Rights ſhall be preſerved to them; 
and they ſhall live among us as ſecurely, as the reſt 
of his Majeſty's good Subjects. 


Nec furtum feci, nec fugi, fi mihi dicat 
Servus; habes pretium, loris non ureris, aio. 
Non hominem occidi; non paſces in cruce corvos. 


HorarT. Epiſt. Lib. i. Ep. 16. 


As to any eminent and extraordinary Services 
they have ever rendred either to his preſent or late 
Majeſty and their Government, they are not appa- 
rent to me. But were they ever ſo great, even tho? 
they had placed or kept the Crown on their Majeſty's 


Heads, (as, I think, once, by their groundleſs and 


imprudent Boaſts among their Neighbours * that they 
had now a King of their own, and ſhould ſoon bave 
the Churches too, they helpt to ſhake it) whatever 
(I ſay) their Services to the Government may have 
been, it would be unreaſonable, and politically abſurd 
to reward them for them, by putting the Church 
into their Hands, by heaping upon them ſuch Places 
of Power and Truſt in the Government, as might en- 
able them, and we are very ſure, from their Princi- 
ples and Affections, they would not fail to make uſe 
of, to overturn it. 

As this Writer's Complaint is in itſelf unreaſonable, 
ſo I would obſerve, it is ſomewhat unreaſonably and 
improperꝭy made in this Place: 


Non erat his locus. 
It looks a little odd, to find ſuch heavy Com- 
b See Remarks upon the Lord Biſhop of Banger Treatment 


of the Clergy and Convocation, p. 42. where this Behaviour of 
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plaints, and theſe ſo often repeated, of your being 
caſt out from all Offices, Salaries, and fo forth, in 
a Book written purely to revive Practical Religion 
among you. Is it to be thought, the admitting 
you to theſe would be a means to revive it? Quite 
the contrary. Practical Religion, in your /aft fifty 
Years of Eaſe and Security, has confeſſedly and 
viſibly decayed ; and there is no doubt but it would 
decay proportionally more in another fifty Years of 
high Truſts, public Offices, and Court Employments. 
So that whoever has more the Religion of Diſſenters 
than the Diſſenting Intereſt at heart, inſtead of re- 
Pining at their being kept out of Civil or Military 
Employments, would rather congratulate them upon 
it.— The Doctor, I perceive, is not thoroughly in 
the Sentiments of Joſepb, who, when his Brethren 
came down into Ægypt, inſtead of placing them, 
as he might have done, in the Claſs of Soldiers or 
Prieſts, plainly told Pharaoh they were Shepherds, 
tho Shepberds, he knew, were an Abomination to 
the Egyptians, and their being ſuch, by the Con- 
ſtitution of the Ægyptian Government, made them 
incapable of Places of Truſt, Power, or Profit, and 
the higheſt Preferment they could ever have, was 
being made Pharaoh's Herdſmen, and Rulers over 
his Cattle. He ſeems to have been afraid that 
Pbaraob would make them Courtiers, or Com- 
manders in the Army, and to have taken this way 
to prevent it: He wanted to have them a Land ap- 
pointed them, where they might live ſeparate from 
the Ægyptians, and be at a diſtance from the King's 
Court, that /o they might more eaſily keep their 
Religion pure and undefiled. If this Gentleman was 
not /o Self- denying as to wiſh that bis Brethren might 
be excluded from all Truſts, Salaries, public Offices, 
and Court Employments, yet he might well have 
been content, for a Reaſon like that of Joſeph, they 


ſhould 
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ſhould be without them. Had he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to them in ſome ſuch Manner as this; Lou 
& are, indeed, my Friends, excluded from public 
& Offices and Employments? but ſet not your 
& Hearts be troubled. As Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
% you make an open Profeſſion of great Tenderneſs 
« of Conſcience: But how hard is it, in this our 
& Day, to keep a good Conſcience, and not be 
« made Servants of Corruption, in public Truſts 
e and Employments ; and there are but few, as 
& you have Reaſon to ſuſpect, that do it. There 
« is a certain Contagion almoſt inſeparably ad- 
&« hering to them. Beſides, the Air of a Court, 
c which they will oblige you to frequent, has al- 
© ways been held infeftious._Exeat auld qui velit 
« efſe pins. It makes the Heart diſſolute, canſes 
e a ſtrange Diſſipation of Thought, and fills the 
«© Mind with ſuch a Crowd of vain Images, as 
leaves little room for Objects of a more important 
* and concerning nature. So that, far from a Mat- 
« ter of Complaint, I look upon it as one of the 
& choiceſt Advantages you enjoy, above the Mem- 
„ bers of the National Church, of keeping a good 
* Conſcience, and growing in Grace and Goodneſs, 
e that our Rulers have thought fit to lay you under 
*« ſome DPiſqualifications of this ſort.” _.. If, I fay, 
he had ſpoken to his Friends of public Offices and 
Honours thus fightingly, and made ſuch an uſe of 
their being excluded from them, I don't think it 
would have looked amiſs, in a Treatiſe, purpoſely 
written to recover Diſſenters from the prefent Cor- 
ruption that is in the World, to a better Senſe of 
Practical Religion, and more ſerious Godlineſs. I ap- 

peal to you, Sir, whether it would or not; nay, in- 


deed, to this Gentleman himſelf, upon farther Con- 
fideration, 


He- 
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He ſays, As you have the Courage to be ſingular in 
your Ways and Forms of Separation and Worſhip, you | 
ought not to be aſhamed or afraid ta be ſingularly and | 
eminently virtuous. It will be eaſily granted, you 
are very ſingular in your Forms of Worſhip and 
Ways of Separation. And, if I may take the liber- 
ty to recommend to You, Sir, one or two Books, 
as you have done one to me, I could wiſh you would 
pleaſe to peruſe © one of Dr. Durel, wherein he has 
ſufficiently ſhown the Singularity of your Forms of 
Worſhip; and & another of the excellent Mr. Bing- 
bam, which has made appear, beyond all Poſſibi- N 
lity of Reply, that the nds and Principles of 
your Separation from the Church of England are 
alſo ſingular, and ſuch as would oblige you, were | 
you to hold to them, to ſeparate alſo from the 
French Proteſtant Churches, as well as ours. And 
I doubt not but the ſame might be ſhown after the | 
fame way in relation to other Churches, not except- | 
ing your Siſter Church of Scotland, which, I humbly | 
conceive, you cannot conform to, without renoun- 
eing, at leaſt, without laying down on this Side the 
Tweed, to be taken up again at your Return, ſome 
of the main Principles which the Separation here in 
England is built upon. But, how ſingular ſoever , 
you may. be in theſe things, I don't ſee that any 
mighty of Courage is required to make | 
Profeſſion of them. For are few, com- 
pared with the great Body of the Church of England, 
you are yet enough to keep one another in Countenance, 
and, if we may judge by ſome of your late high 
Demands and bold Tranſactions thereupon (which 
you, Sir, however, I have heard, would have no 


| © Entitled, 4 View of the Goverament and publicWarſhip of Gad 
in the reformed Churches. | 
4 French Churches Apology for the Church of England, 
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hand in promoting) to hold up and ſupport one 
another in a pretty good Degree of Aſſurance. I 
would have you conſider, it aſks a great deal more 
Courage and holy Fortitude to be fingularly vir- 
tuous in a degenerate Age, and to maintain this 
Character at every Call of Providence, by aſſerting 
the Cauſe of God in the Company of profane Men, 
or in the midſt of Infidels and Apoſtates, and with- 
ſtanding the Solicitations and Importunities of Sin- 
ners, when they entice us; by being unawed by the 
Indifference, the Frowns, or the Threats, and not 
allured by the Smiles, the Careſſes, or the Promiſes 
of the Great, to violate one's Duty in any Inſtance: 
I fay, it requires a great deal more Courage and Re- 
ſolution to be thus fingularly virtucus in the midſt 
of a corrupt World, than it does to own one's ſelf, 
in this Country of almoſt unlimited Religious Li- 
berty, a Preſbyterian or Independent. How ſtrangely 
then does this Argument conclude ! It is thus: Since 
* you have, my Friends, that ſmall Degree of Cou- 
rage that may be ſufficient to profeſs yourſelves, 
« here, Proteſtant Diſſenters, it will be thought. 
« let me tell you, mighty ſtrange, if you ſhould 
* want that bigber Degree of it, which is requiſite 
« to your being fngularly virtuous in the midit of a 

„ wicked World.” —This is the Reaſoning; and 
falſe as it is, and muſt appear to all who have the 
leaſt Knowledge of the World, I ſhall yet be glad 
if it prevail with any Diſſenter to lead a Life more 
ſingularly and eminently holy. Only I was loth to 
let it — without taking the Sting out of it. 
He tells you, p. 204. You prafeſs to maintain 
and vindicate Chriſtian Liberty by your Diſſent from 
the Eſtabliſbed Church, and bear up and ſupport the 
Freedom of Conſcience, in oppoſition to all the Inven- 
tions and Impoſitions of Men.—As if you had no 
Inventions and Inpaſitions of your own! But, at 
preſent 
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preſent, let that paſs. Let us ſee, what Uſe he 
makes of your having diſcharged yourſelves from 
the Impeſitions of the Church, Why, he infers 
from it two things; the firft, a ſpecial Obligation 
upon you to fee to it, that you turn not your Freedom 


from the impoſed Rules of Men into a Releaſe of your 
| Conſcience and Practice from any of the Laws of God. 


But, I doubt, it will be found, that the releaſing 
yourſelves from the Unity and Communion of the 
Church, only for enjoining one or two decent and 
becoming Ceremonies, 7s releaſing your Conſcience 
and Prattice from one of the Laws of God; he no 
where, in his holy Word, allowing you to go out 
from any ſound Part of the Catholic Church, on 
any ſuch account. The other Inference is, that you 
impoſe not your own private Opinions, or particular 
unſcriptural Practices, upon your Neighbours, and 
particularly, not upon your Brethren of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. This is very well, and reaſonably inferred 
from the Premifes. But how does he infer from 
theſe Premiſes a ſpecial Obligation upon You to live 
holier Lives than other People ? That was the Point 
in view; but he ſeems to have quite forgot it; or, 
I rather believe, he did not forget it, but knew nat 
how to znfer it from fach Premifes as have no man- 
ner of Connection with it. He may truly be ſaid 
to have taten hold (as, I think, he ſomewhere ſpeaks) 
of this Topic, and to have ſeized it for his Uſe, 
though it happens to be of no uſe to him. I dare 
fay, it did not offer itſelf to Bis, nor would to the 
Mind of any other Man, who ſhould ſet himſelf to 
think about theſe Matters, *Tis pretty plain, our 
Impofitions are here introduced, not to — — upon 
your People a more eminent Holinefs of Life, which 
he ſaw they were no way fit for; but only to ſhew 
them (as he had before obſerved * it would not be 
| *P. 138. | 


improper, 


| 


: 
i 


CHURCHMEN and D1SSENTERS, 19 


improper, now and then, to do) <* ſome Reaſon 
« (ſuch as it is) why they ſeparate from the public 


«© Worſhip of the Pariſh.” 


You have another Obligation to a ſtrict and holy 


Life, taken from the Characters of the od Puritans. 


And I am ready to allow there is ſome Propriety 
and Pertinency in ſetting before you their Examples, 
whoſe Children and Followers you pretend to be: 
only the following their Examples ſhould not have 
been urged in the groſs, and without proper Di- 
ſtinctions. For ſome of them were very unruly, 
diſorderly, and ſeditious Men; while others, tis 
true, had a good Character for their blameleſs 
Lives, Strictneſs in Religion, and for their quiet 
and peaceable Behaviour; and, I will add, (what I 
wiſh, Sir, you would be pleaſed to conſider) for 
making a Conſcience of ſeparating from the Church 
for every thing they happened to dillike in it. When 
you follow them in this, which is the main thing, 
as you do in ſome other of their Sentiments,. they 
ſhall be then called your Fathers, and you ſhall be 
called their Children, But till then, I cannot agree 
tO it. 

I would alſo own your Obligation ſuppoſed to 
ariſe from the peculiar Advantages in Matters of 
Religion, you are here pretended to enjoy above the 
Members of the Church, if I was ſatisfied of thoſe 
Advantages. But indeed I am not; and therefore 
ſhall farther attend your Author, to let you ſee, if I 
can, that you are not poſſeſſed of any ſuch peculiar 
Advantages as he ſappoſes you to be. | 

If all theſe Advantages had been ſuppoſed to ariſe 


from the peculiar Circumſtances and Situations of 


Diſſenters, it would hardly have been worth while, 
nor ſhould I have had any thought of conteſting 
them. But it is a different Caſe, when they are faid 
to ariſe out of the very Doctrines and Points in Con- 

| D 2 trover y 
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troverſy between us; for, then, the Church is in- 
tereſted in the Cauſe: And much more, when it is 
pretended, as it is here, that the Doctrines and In- 
ſtitutions of the Church are not only Je/s profitable 
and edifying, not ſo well fitted for the Improvement 
of Men in Religion and Increaſe of Piety among 
them, but are poſitively deſtruftive of theſe things, 
and naturally tend to turn Men away from Holineſs 
of Life. Then the Imputation riſes higher, and calls 
loudly for ſome Animadverſion and Reproof. 

He begins thus: You [Difſſenters] are not in /o 
much danger of taking up with the outward' Forms of 
Religion, inſtead of the inward Power and more ſpi- 
ritual Parts of it, as your Neighbours may be. — 
He then initances — You are in no ſuch danger of 
miſtaking Baptiſm for inward and rea! Regeneration, 
as thoſe who are educated in the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
# which unhappy and dangerous Miſtake the Office of 
Baptiſm in the Church of England has been thought 
to give too much Countenance. It matters not 
much what has been thought by ſome People. Their 
Thoughts about many things are ſo unaccountable, 
that there is danger of heir miſtaking almoſt every 
thing. And I muſt wonder a little at your Author, 
that he ſhould poorly take up with ſaying, the 
Office of Baptiſm has been thought to give Counte- 
nance to ſuch unhappy and dangerous Miſtakes, 
when he would not himſelf venture, upon his own 
Judgment, to fix ſuch a Charge upon it. How- 
ever, he cites the Places in the Office of Baptiſm 


which have been thought to give them Countenance; 


as where the Child is ſaid after its Baptiſm to be 
regenerated, and grafted into the Body of Chriſt*s 
Church; and, again, to be regenerated with God'! 
Holy Spirit. Will it then be denied, that a bap- 
tized Chriſtian is regenerated? Is he not born again? 
And being born again, in the figurative Scripture 
| | - | Senſe, 


* 


Cuugcnh MN and DISSENTERS, 21 


Senſe, what is it more or leſs, than being put into a 
new State? And is not this done to every Chriſtian 
at his Baptiſm? Nay, does not the Scripture uſe the 
very Term we are ſpeaking of to expreſs his En- 
trance by Baptiſm, into this new State? As in 
thoſe Words of our Saviour to Nicodemus, Except a 
Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God; and thoſe of St. Paul, 
which run parallel with them, Wie are ſaved by the 
waſhing of Regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt. For my part, I am rather of opinion, that 
we are regenerated only in Baptiſm; and that Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity ſo appropriate the Word, as to 
exclude any Converſion that does not accompany 
Baptiſm, from being ſignified by that Name. The 
twenty-ſeventh Article of the Church of England 
expreſely teaches, that Baptiſm is the Sign of Rege- 
neration or new Birth. And the Directory itſelf 
ſays the ſame thing, For, there, the Miniſter is or- 
dered to inſtruct the People at Baptiſm, that it is a 
Seal of the Covenant of Grace; of our ingrafting into 
Chriſt, and of our Union with bim; of Remiſſion of 
Sins, Regeneration, Adoption, and Life eternal. And 
he is ordered to pray — hat God would join the in- 
ward Baptiſm of his Spirit with the outward Baptiſm 
of Water; make this Baptiſm to the Infant a Seal of 
Adoption, Remiſſion of Sin, Regeneration, and eternal 
Life. This, I ſuppoſe, is true and wholeſome 
Doctrine in the Directory; in the Articles of the 
Church, tolerable; but, in its Offices, I perceive, it 
is falſe and exceeding dangerous. But how comes 
this about? How is it, that the ſame Doctrine, 
which in the Directory and the Articles is inoffen- 
ſive, is ſo offenſive and ſcandalous in its Liturgy? 
Why, Sir, the Caſe is plain. The Directory theſe 
Gentlemen approve z the Articles they are forced 
to ſubſcribe, and therefore muſt not be ſeen to con- 


tradi; 
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tradi ; but they don't ſubſcribe the Liturgy; and 
fo, may be as free with that as they pleaſe. 
But, I ſuppoſe, his Quarrel with the Office of 
Baptiſm is for its countenancing, or being thought 
to countenance what he calls a real and inward Re- 
generation. But, if he means by that the Renova- 
tion of Mind and Spirit to real Holineſs, by the 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, at the Time of Bap- 
tiſm, actually effected and completed; let him know, 
the Church of Exgland does not aſſert or counte- 
nance, in new born Infants, any ſuch thing. They 
are, indeed, declared, after Baptiſm, to be regene- 
rated by God's Holy Spirit; but that may only ſig- 
nify their being born again, or put into a new State 
by Baptiſm, which is the Appointment of the Spirit. 
For you muſt obſerve, Sir, the ſeveral Offices and 
Adminiſtrations of the Goſpel are attributed to the 
Spirit, and repreſented as his Ordinances and Ap- 
pointments. But to ſay nothing of his: There is 
doubtleſs in Baptiſm a real Efficacy towards the Re- 
novation of Mind and Life. For, if the Holy Ghoſt, 
who is the great Agent in this Work, the Principle 
of future Newneſs and Holineſs of Life, which will 
certainly produce, when the Infant is grown up, 
actual Holineſs, provided a wrong Education, evil 
Habits and Examples, and other things, do not 
hinder : If, I ſay, the Holy Spirit of Grace is given 
in Baptiſm (which, I ſuppoſe, we have on all hands 
agreed it to be) I cannot ſee why it ſhould be thought 
an «uawarrantable and 9 or ſo much as an 
i thing, to pray that the Baptized may be, 
ate e Me regenerated thereby: As a 
Field properly may, and is commonly called Wheat, 
or any other Grain, though it be zewly ſown, and 
nothing is yet, nor is it certainly known, whether 
any thing like a Crop will ever come up. 
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I perceive, the Danger, which your Author a 
rehends from the Church's aſſerting Regeneration 
y Baptiſm, is this, that, if the baptized believes 

he is by Baptiſm regenerated, he will, of courſe, be- 
lieve he ſhall infallibly be ſaved. But vain are his 
Fears! this and every Benefit beſides conferred in 
Baptiſm being to be loſt by a wicked Life; and the 
Members of the Church being conſtantly ſo taught, 
and fo believing, notwithſtanding his Infinuations of 
the contrary. You ſhall have his Words; and then 
judge what Reaſon he has for them. 7 readily grant, 
ſays he, that many of the Miniſters of the Church 
and the wiſer Chriſtians do know and believe, that 
there is no ſuch inward Grace and Salvation really 
communicated by Baptiſmal Water. At firſt reading, 
perhaps, you will think this a gracious and chari- 
table Conceſſion. But read it again, conſider it, 
and obſerve, if you pleaſe, the Implications? Are 
they not plainly theſe? That the Miniſters of the 
Church are divided in their Opinions about this 
Matter; that many, or, as it ſhould rather ſeem, 
moſt of them, and all the Chriſtians that are not of 
the wiſer Sort, are of this Belief, that Grace and 
Salvation are really communicated by the Baptiſmal 
Water.-Communicated too by the Baptiſmal Wa- 
ter! that is, ſurely, by ſome phy/ical Cauſality in the 
Water; for that, it ſhould ſeem, is the Opinion he 
would faſten upon them; whereas they believe, 
whatever is communicated is by the Holy Spirit, 
only in the uſe of the Water, according ta God's 
Appointment. And then again, really communi- 
cated! which, one would think, is meant to inſi - 
nuate, what would have been too daring to aſſert, 
that they think them /o communicated that they can 
never be loſt. And indeed, if he does not mean 
that, what he ſays is nothing to the purpoſe. Do 
you, Sir, now, or let any one elſe judge, if this Ac- 

cuſation 
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cuſation be not weak, as well as groundleſs. The 
Gentleman complains, he Church has put in no 
Caution and Guard againſt this fatal Miſtake, which 
its Members may ſo eaſily run into. I doubt it has 
many, if Expreſſions implying the contrary to this 
Miſtake may be called Guards and Cautions againſt 
it. But as to formal expreſs Cautions againſt it, I 
really think there is no occaſion for them. It is in- 
deed proper to give the People frequent Cautions 
againſt reſting in the outward Performances of Re- 
ligion, ſuch as Faſting, Praying, and the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper; becauſe many really 
are apt to do bat. But few, I believe, or none 
reſt their Hopes of Salvation upon the mere Privi- 
lege of their Baptiſm. And it is a doubt with me, 
whether this Writer can name, or ever knew in his 
Life any one Member of the Church, who ſeriouſly 
believed he ſhould be ſaved, be his Life what it 
would, merely becauſe this Sacrament had paſſed 
upon him; who had taken up this Belief from the 
Offices of the Church, and made it the Occaſion 
and Encouragement of his perſeyering in Wicked- 
neſs of Life. | 

He goes on, and puſhes the Matter yet farther. 
The Anſwer in the Catechiſm, which Children are 
taught, does but too much confirm and eſtabliſh them 
in this Miſtake. Therein they are taught to ſay, 


that in their Baptiſm they were made Members of 


Chriſt, Children of God, and Inberitors of the King- 
dom of Heaven. And he ſuppoſes their Parents, 


hearing zbis, will encourage them to believe, that 


the Caſe being fo, they are born again as much as 
they need be, and ſhall certainly be ſaved. I muſt 
here, again, make a doubt, and pur it to his Con- 
ſcience, whether he ever knew any Parents who have 


taught their Children this Leſſon. If any have, they 
muſt have done it in open contradiction to thoſe 
better 


: 
; 
| 
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better Leſſons they and their Children both are con- 
ſtantly taught at Church. They are taught here, 
that theſe Titles do really denote no more than the 
common Privileges of profeſſed and baptized Chri- 
ſtians; that they do not import any ſuch Change, 
actually wrought in the Powers of their Souls, and 
the Courſe of their Lives, as Du commonly call 
Regeneration or new Birth; and much leſs imply 
any Certainty of their Salvation. N 

As to the firſt of theſe Characters or Titles, viz; 
a Member of Chriſt, the vulgar fort of Diſſenters 
always ſpeak, nay, in truth, this Author himſelf 
ſpeaks of him, in the Book I am now conſidering, 
P. 41. as one who is a Saint, in a State of Grace, 
and renewed to Faith and Holineſs; and as made 
ſuch, not (as ſome have imagined) by the Water of 
Baptiſm, but by the Operation of the Word and Spi- 
rit of God on the Heart, and by diligent Attendante 
on all the appointed Means and Methods of convert- 
ing Grace. But we are taught and believe he is 
only a Member of Chriſt's myſtical Body, or the 
Church, ( for we areall baptized into one Body) and 
as a Member of Chrift, or of his Church, may be, at 
the ſame time, (unleſs St. Paul too be unhappily and 
dangerouſly miſtaken) a Member of 2 Harlot, that 
is, a notorious and grievous Sinner, ſo he is never 
the nearer Heaven for being dignified with this 
glorious Title. In like manner, @ Child of 
God is a Title always appropriated by Diſſenters to 
the Godly, But it ſtands for no more in the Cate- 
chiſm than it does in many Places of Scripture, that 
is, for one who is taken or adopted by Baptiſm 
into the Family of God ( for, ſays St. Paul, ye are 
all the Children of God by Faith in Chriſt Jefus.) But 
then there are Children of the Kingdom, who fot 
being rebellious ſhall be caſt into utter Darkneſs. 
And if they are Children, as the Apoſtle argues, 
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then Heirs. But the Inheritance may be forfeited. 
Thus, you ſee, the whole Ground of all this Con- 
fufion and Miſtake is your accuſtoming yourſelves 
> the Uſe of theſe Phraſes either in an unſcriptural 
nſe, or in only one of the Scripture Senſes, the 
ſtraiteſt and moſt limited; while the Catechiſm 
uſes them in the moſt extenſive one, You apply 
them to thoſe, and only thoſe, whom you be- 
lieve to be in a State of Grace and Salvation, which 
they cannot fall from; and then the Church is 
preſently cenſured as erroneous, for applying " x0 
to all viſible, baptized Chriſtians. But the r 
is your own; wholly ariſing from your Miſap- 
plication of Scripture Language. And Jet any one 
judge, if it be not fitter you ſhould correct your 
Phraſeology, than that the Church ſhould alter 
her public Forms, which are perfectly agreeable 
— 22 Language, to make them accord 
1 ä | 

Dos ſay, the forementioned Titles are too high 
and auguſt to be given indiſcriminately to all ba- 
prized Chriſtians. _.But Mr. Baxter did not think 
ſo. For be ſays in expreſs Words, that a Perſon 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith, or the Infant of ſuch, 
is, by Baptiſm, ſolemnly entred a viſible Member of 
Chriſt, and bis Church, a pardoned regenerate Child 
of God, and an Heir of Heaven. And therefore, 
that it is not unfit that the _ call bim ſo, ſup- 
poſing only, that, in foro Eccleſia, be were the due 
Subjef? of Baptiſm, And the Commiſſioners at the 
Savoy Conference, of whom he was one, who peck*r 
at every thing, and made it their buſineſs to find 
Difficulties where there were none, only propoſed, 
in the manner of the Expreſſion, ſome Alteration, 
as, that the Child ſhould anſwer, that, in Baptiſm, 


he 


| 
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he was, not made a Member of Chriſt, Sc. bus 
viſibly admitted jnto the number of the Members of 
Chriſt, the Children of God, and the Heirs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, An Alteration, as one would 
think, for Alteration's ſake, both evidently, meaning. 
the ſame thing. So that, it ſeems to me that the 
Pretence of Danger from teaching Children this, 
Leſſon was but a late Thought, ſuggeſted, pro- 
bably, at firſt, to your Writers, by the affected 
Dialect of your People, before mentioned, and by 
their Help become fo current and popular among 
us. | 
But now, Sir, as to the danger of teaching 
Children, that have been duly baptized, that the 
forementioned Titles are really theirs, pray con- 
ſider, that it ſeemed good to the Holy Gboſt to give 
them thoſe Titles, before we did. And will you 
preſume to ſay, that the Words, which the Holy 
Ghoſt uttered, have a natural Tendency to lead Men 
into a falſe Security, to make them reſt in external 
Privileges, and conclude that without Holineſs they 
may be ſaved? No, Sir: Such high Privileges and 
Honours conferred on all viſible Chriſtians natural- 
ly tend, as they were certainly meant, to promote 
quite other Purpoſes, and ſome of them be very 
reverſe of theſe. They tend to exalt the Goodneſs 
of God, and the Grace of the Goſpel, whereby we 
are inveſted with them. They naturally fi 
our Duty and Obligation to live ſo as thoſe Privi- 
leges, and Dignities, and ſuch an honourable Rela- 
tion to God and Chrif require; and ſhew us the 
Danger of living otherwiſe, as it will render our 
Fall the more dreadful, and we ſhall be thereby 
thrown down, and fink deeper into Hell, for being 
thus exalted into Heaven, Theſe are the proper and 
natural Uſes to be made of our being adorned with 
ſuch Privileges and —_— : And theſe our P 
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are conſtantly taught to make of it, And they are 
never like to make any other, not to be fure that 
which your Author apprehends at leaſt, if he and 
his Brethren, by pretending they juſtly may, do not 


ew them the way to do it. 


I ſee it number'd among your Advantages, that 
Jou are freed from the Inventions of Men and the 
Incumbrance of human Ceremonies in divine Nor- 


ip. Truly, Sir, our People are not much incum- 


ber'd with human Ceremonies. For in the ordinary 
daily Service there is not one, legally enjoined, unleſs 
Kneeling at Prayer be a Ceremony ; and if it be, I 
don't ſee why ſtanding ſhould not be accounted ſuch. 
Be it as it will, the Church ſurely muſt have as good 
a Right to impoſe Kneeling in the public Worſhip 
upon her Members, as you and other Diſſenters have 
to impoſe it upon your Children and Servants in your 
Family Devotions. If ever a Ceremony may be 
uſed in divine Worſhip, it ſhould, methinks, ra- 
ther be in that which is public, than in private 
Worſhip. But if you think otherwiſe, you may, 
if you pleaſe, come to Church, and behave there 


(as your People commonly do, whenever they do 


come among us) with as little Ceremony as you do 


at Meeting, And you had much better do fo, 


than live in your preſent unwarrantable Separation 
from it. 

Two or three of theſe Ceremonies he deſires 
he may be permitted to mention; by which, one 
would think, he meant to inſinuate, he could have 
named, if he had pleaſed, twenty or thirty, but 
would only decimate them, in his great Clemency. 
The firſt of them is the Sign of the Croſs at Baptiſm. 
This, it ſeems, according to this Gentleman, is a 
great Incumbrance to our People. But how are 
they incumber'd with it? None but the Miniſter 
has any concern in it; and he, I fancy, * 
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finds nor thinks it to he any Incumbrance at all. 
But I wander moſt at his way of talking, as if 
it were your peculiar Happineſs, for which you are 
to bleſs yourſelves, that you have not bad that Fi- 
gure made upon your Forebeads, nor (as he is pleaſed 
to expreſs himſelf) paſſed under it. Why, Sir, do 
think it would have done you any harm, if you 
had? Had it been your fortune to have received 
your Baptiſm at Church, and paſſed there under the 
Figure of the Croſs, do you conceive it would have 
made you a worſe Chriſtian? And if not, with 
what Reaſon are theſe Queſtions put to the Conſci- 
ences of your People? Do you remember a cruci- 
fied Saviour, and let bim dwell upon your Thoughts 
more than they do who make uſe fit? Are you more 
courageous and manful in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
in a dangerous Hour ? Are you leſs aſhamed to confeſs 
the Faith of Chriſt crucified ?ﬀ—Is this, Sir, rea- 
ſonably expected? Could not he be content with 
your being as mindful of a crucified Saviour, as cou- 
rageous in confeſſing the Goſpel, but you mult be 
more ſo? And was it not enough, if you were @s 
little aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt cruci- 
ficd, but you muſt be /e/s aſhamed of it? The put- 
ting theſe Queſtions to your Conſciences piainly tup- 
poles the Sign of the Croſs to be operative, to have 
a bad Influence and Effect upon the future Lite, an 
inviſible Power to make one afraid to protets the 
Faith of Chrift crucified, uumindful of his Croſs, or 
aſbamed of it. So that, inſtead of making it a Sa- 
crament, or a Means whereby we receive the Grace 
of God, which we are groundleſly charged with do- 
ing, be makes it (if I may call it ſo) an Auti- ſa- 
crament, or a Means whereby we are ved of 
that Grace. In doing of which he is guilty of as 
great and unwarrantable Preſumption, as we Hould 
dave been in doing of the other, having no mare 
Authority 
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Authority to make a Sign of human Invention a 
means to ſtop and obſtru#, than we have to make it 
a means :o convey divine Grace. 

The next Ceremony (as he calls it, though, 
ſurely, not with his uſual Corre&neſs) is the Infti- 
tution of Godfathers and Godmothers. And a Man 
would wonder which way this Inſtitution is a 
hindrance to a holy and godly Life. Can you, Sir, 
I delire to know, imagine bow? One would really 
think, it they did no good, they could not, poſſibly, 
do any barm; and that, if they did nothing, as we 
were growing up, towards leading us on the Ways 
of God, they would not, however, turn us away 
trom them. 

Indecd, he tells you, You are ready to imagine that 
the Promiſes of theſe Sureties ariſe ſo high, as to give 
Parents too much Indulgence and Excuſe for their 
own perſonal Neglect of the Iuſtruction of the Child. 
Where, again, I cannot but admire his Diſcretion. 
For, as he had faid before, the Office of Baptiſm 
has been thought to give countenance to a certain 
Error, while he would not, himſelf, ſay it does; 
ſo now, inſtead of ſaying, the Promiſes of the Sure- 
ties do riſe ſo high, he only ſays, Tou are ready to 
imagine that they do. And yet this Expreſſion, 
wary as it is, is ſo contrived as to beget in the Read- 
er's Mind a Belief that the thing is ſo, as much as 
if he had poſitively aſſerted it. That the common 
ſort of Diſſenters have ſuch an Imagination is true 
I have found it in all whom I have ever 


converſed with upon this Subject: And it is one of 


their heavieſt Charges, and loudeſt Outcries againſt 


the Church, that it obliges Godfathers and Godmo- 


thers to make ſuch Promiſes in behalf of the Infant, 


as neither they, nor any Man living, can ever be | 


ſure it will perform. And when they are deſired to 
ſhew us any ſuch Promiſes, we are always referred 
ta 


n 
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to the Sureties Anſwers to the Baptiſmal 1 

tories, made by them in the Child's Name. Theſe 
Anſwers ſeem to be y miſtaken for ſo many 
Promiſes made by the Sureties, in their own Names, 
concerning the future Faith and Practice of the 
Child, as if they engaged thereby (for inſtance) 
that, when it is grown up, it —_— ſhall believe 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, that it fall 
renounce the Devil, and all his Works, and Hall 
alſo obediently keep God's Commandment : Where- 
as the Church conſiders theſe Anſwers as the Child's 
Anſwers, only made by its Repreſentatives. They 
contain its Part of the baptiſmal Covenant or Con- 
tract, which becauſe, by reaſon of its tender Age, 
it cannot, itſelf, utter, is to be uttered by its Sure- 
ties, And that this 1s ſo, is plain from the Addreſs, 
which the Miniſter directs to the Godfathers and 
Godmothers, immediately before the Interrogato- 
ries, where he ſays to them, This Infant muſt faith- 


fully, for bis part, promiſe by you, that are his Sure- 


ties, (until be come of Age to take it upon himſelf ) 
that he will renounce, &c. And the Prieſt's 
Exhortation to the Sureties after Baptiſm begins 
thus, Foraſmuch as this Child has promiſed by you 
his Sureties, to renounce the Devil, and all his 
Works, to believe in God, and to ſerve bin, &c. 
And that the Sureties are, by the Church, conſider- 
ed, in this Affair, no otherwiſe, than as the Mouth 
of the Child, is yet plainer, from the third Queſ- 
tion and the Anſwer thereto, VNilt thou be baptized 
in this Faith ? That, (ſay the Sureties) 7s my De- 


fire, It is evident, from the very Nature of the 


Subject, this is the Child's Anſwer, and ſo are all 
the reſt.” And accordingly, in the Baptiſm of 
ſuch as are of riper Years, and able to anſwer for 
themſelves, the Prieſt addreſſes the Perſons them- 
ſclves that are to be baptiſed, in this Manner, 7e 


mb 
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muſt faithfully for your part promiſe, in the Preſence 
of theſe your Witneſſes, and this whole Congregation, 
that ye will renounce, &c. and then he demands of 
each, ſeverally, the Baptiſmal Queſtions, which 
they, in their own Perſons, return Anſwers to.— 
You ſee, Sir, here are no Promiſes and 
ments which any, beſides the Child, are ſuppoſed 
to enter into, and to be bound by. And, it you 
will only pleaſe to give yourſelf the Trouble to read 
over the Office of public Baptiſm, you will not 
find, I do affure you, any Promiſes or Stipulations 
at all made by the Sureties in their own Names, (I 
mean any that are explicit.) They do indeed re- 
ceive from the Miniſter an Exhortation, or Charge, 
concerning the Chriſtian Education of the Child; 
and, by ſtanding there to receive it, they are juſtly 
fuppoſed to accept it. But this Charge, or Promiſe 
(if we will call ic fo) does not run ſo high, as to 
give the Parents any colourable Pretence for neg- 
lecting their Duty of bringing up their Child in the 
Fear of God. It does not bring upon the Sureties 
the Trouble and Expence of its Education, any 
more than of its Maintenance; but only lays them 
under an Obligation 20 ſee, that it be taught what a 
ſolemn Vow, Promife, and Profeſſion it had made by 
them, to call upon it to bear Sermons, to learn the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the ten Command- 
ments, and all other things which a Chriſtian ought 
to know and believe to bis Souls Health, They 3 are 
to ſee that the Infant be taught the Nature and Obli- 
gation of its Baptiſmal Covenant; that is, to have 
the Over/ight of thoſe that are to teach it. When 
one employs another to /ze that ſome 
Work be done as it ought, or when he appoints = 
0 Truſtee to his Will, to /ce that it. be duly executed, 
14 no body conſtrues this to mean, that = Party fo 
h entruſted was to do the Work, or execute the Will, 
1 himſolf, 
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himſelf, bur to ſuperviſe thoſe that are tv do, 
and exrente b. ln like Ar oh. the deli- 
vered to the Sureties, and their Obligation to ſee 
that the Child be t, is to be underſtood, as 
only importing an tion upon them to take a 


general Overfight of che Chriſtian Part of its Edu- 


to ſtir up the Parents, if there be need, to 
ide it for them ; to admoniſh them, if they 
negle&t to do itz and to take, themſelves, all fitting 
Opportunities to put the Child in mind of its own 
Duty. ' Is this the Way for Parents to get diſcharged 
from their Obligations to inſtru their own Chil- 
dren? May they neglect their Inſtruction, becauſe 
they have provided Sureties, who are to admoniſh 
and reprove them for ſuch Neglect? No Parent, I 
fancy, is ſo weak as to reaſon, upon the Caſe, after 
this manner.— have, in my time, dealt with many 
Chuechmen for not bringing up their Children in a 
more Chriftian manner than they did z yet never 
met with one, in my whole Life, who pleaded this 
in excuſe for his Neglect, either in jſt or earneſt. 
No, Sir ; every body knows, the Church does not 
mean, by the Appointment of Sureties, to take off 


from the Parents any Part of their Duty, but only 


to ſupply their Negligences and Defefts, and make 
up, in fome meaſure, what may be — in heir 
Care. And is not the Church, do you think, ſe- 

curer of the religious Education of its Mem- 
bers, by ſuch a Proviſion, than if the Matter was 
left to the Confeiences only of the Parents, ſome 
of whom, you know, are extremely ignorant of 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſome heretical in their Opi- 
nions, and others vicious in their Lives, and fo 
cannot teach them, or will teach them wrong, or 
2 at all about teaching them the Ways of 


F There 
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There is little doubt, but the. Caſe- of Children 
of "very.ignorapt, Very uicious, or _beretical Parents - 


comin t5 Baptiſm, often happens among Diſſanb· 


ers, 4s ell 48 in tlie Church. When Ph Caſes: 
happen among you, 1 defire. to: know what ig fa hey, 
what: commo! is, done? Are: ſuch Children to.” 
be be without any Promiſes. or Stipulations at; 


198 Education? Or are they to. 

. pay the Sti ipulations of ſuch Parents, 
810 fame tme, you own, nay, contend, 

i 5 hor. t to be taken by the Church? Or mulß 
Bee main ynbaprizcd till che Fe come to. Years,of 
, and can. anſwer or themſelves, or wilt; 

their Patches n fir to ſue for their Baptiſm in che. 
N T indeed is ſometimes. done. to mj 
'K Se; and even now, the very Day! E. 

f this, ſo ir happens) I have a Caſe of. thin. 
ſoßt! rought before ue. In theſe Caſes, ſurely, at- 


- ** better they ſhould be brought to Baptiſm, . 


uf a if. and Stipulations of ſome. ſerious: 
Perlos, | the Church requires thoſe whos” 
detakt this is Office ſhould be. In 9tber things; e 
ca eafily perceive the Advantage of ſuch double: 
22 hve And, I KS Sir, if your. 


T of whoever elſe 0 the Di poſition of your: 


Money, id lend it to every ong that wants, or 
2 q to borrow it, rejecting, as nos Proper. 
all th Sies 'befides his own, and then 


abut. t Wake 4 Merit with you of his $1 =" of 
790, | would either think Ve was à yery odd wrong: 


Man, or that he cook, you to be ſucb, and 
3 lieh de to. put your Afﬀairs n 


The other Ceremony he mentions, which vou. « 


it Rems, are ha oy, y tieey from, is kngelrng. at the 
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ne dn wu Meer gers 3 5 
Baphiſhn, und ſome other Marters; dem 5 
he O r 1 5 


hO ſcruple and renounce that 
that they be more penitent and ſelf, bad under 
1 F. the 


«the gene of their Sins, more thaflkft 
« condeſcending Love of Jeſus, and that ch 
4. adore God ind the Saviour with a warmer 2 at 
« and more contrite Spirit, than thoſe that practiſe 
it.“ Another, who mig rht be diſpoſed to cavil, 
and take all Advantages, Gould hardly fail to lay 
hold of fo fair a Handle as this Gentleman has here 
en, to charge him ich wictiſm : For, ſurely, 
theſe Paſſages have an Air of it; the very Eſſence 
thereof confiſting i in ſome. high As of Tarek 0 
or Adoration, without any outward Expreſſion of 
them, which (ſay your Quietiſts) is very hurtful to 
them, and ought to be avoided and removed, that 
it may not hinder them. But, for my part, | I don't 
think he had any intention to recommend or coun- 
tenance that pernicious Doctrine; and 5 verily 
believe he meant nothing worſe, than 4 med 
the Church, by making your manner of receiving 
the Sacrament (as he ſeems reſolved to make every 
thing elſe, let it be what it will, wherein you differ 
from 4s) a juſt Ground for demanding | of e 
ater "Brvothin 7 in the uſe of it. "Be i not 

b Dewan a little extravagant? The mort 1— 
Devotion, rbè leſs of it you outwardly expreſs, and. 
the hen you” tre "of ſhewing it ! Is not this quite 
uanatural, and therefore unreaſanable to EY 
Whiever 'cofifiders Nature, would rather « 


firic greater eg ree of inward Devotion, where. 
he obſeryes, in the Geſtures of the Body, a. grea 

N trance of it; not only, . FL 
devou lires of the 


Body x 
bably will excite ſtir. U 8 
Midd f EP of b e 9 Wa 
nom before, and * it where it * 
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alſo, becauſe where-ever there is in the Mind and 
Heart a great degree of it, it will naturally ſhew 
itſelf in devout and reverential Geſtures, and is not 
kept from it, without ſome difficulty. | 
Another of your Advantages, according to this 
Author is, You are not confined to ſet Forms of 
Prayer, and a perpetual Repetition of them, in your 
public Worſhip, which are apt (he ſays) to introduce 
into Devotion, Formality, Caldneſs, and Indifferency 
of Spirit; and he brings, as W. itneſſes of this Truth, 
ome of yourſelves, who, after attending divine 
Service at Church, have much complained that their 
Hearts are apt te grow dull, negligent, and drowſy, 
under this uniform and conſtant rehearſal of the ſame 
returning Forms and Phraſes. This being told as a 
Matter of Fact, I ſhall not diſpute the Truth of it, 
and ſhall only tell you of another Fact, which is as 
true, that ſome of us, having been at divine Wor- 
ſhip among yo, have been as drowſy over a long, 
uniform, continued Prayer, though it was quite 
new, or have been kept wakeful by mere [ndigna- 
tion and Diſdain, at the Meanneſs, the vain Repe- 
titions, the weak and wandring Thoughts, to fay 
nothing worſe of it. As to thoſe who complained 
of their growing dull and negligent in divine Ser- 
vice at Church, I cannot but wonder at them, be- 
cauſe the Forms and Phraſes of our Prayers muſt be, 
to them, pretty new, whatever they are to our own 
People; as new, I doubt, as the Forms and Phraſes 
of thoſe Prayers, which they hear in their own 
Aſſemblies. Therefogg, I think, it cannot be, that 
the Coldneſs and Indifferency of their Spirits ſhould 
be owing to the continual Repetition of them ; but 
it muſt be owing to another Cauſe z and that I ſuſ- 
pect to be ſome Averfion they had before-hand con- 
ceived to them, Were they not taught, from their 


Infancy, both to deſpiſe and bate them ? And if fo, 
W 
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what wonder if they were negligent at them? Did 
they go to them with any "6 Deſign to join in 
them, and offer them up to God as their own, and 
not rather with an obſtinate and ſullen Reſolution 
to have no Part and Concern in them? And if this 


were the Caſe, well might Drowſineſs creep upon 


them. I fancy, Sir, if you were to make the Expe- 
riment but a while, you would ＋ — — 
affecting, than theſe People (it ſeems) did. 
reading of the — which makes a conſider- 
able Part of the Church Service, would be, I pre- 
fume, no Wearineſs to 5: And if the Prayers, 
the Pſalms of David, the Te Deum, and other 
Hymns, and the Ten Commandments, ſolemnly pro- 
nounced, which God ſpake from the top of Mount 
Sinai, with Thunders, and Lightnings, and the Voice 
of the Trumpet, exceeding loud, ſo that all the People 
in the Camp trembled ; if theſe (I fay) ſhould rock 
you lee, I ſeriouſly profeſs, I ſhould wonder at 
ou. Let me intreat you, then, to make the trial ; 
and if you do, I defire, as I juſtly may, you will 
comply with my Requeſt in two things ; one is, that 


you diveſt yourſelf of any unreaſonable Prejudice, if 


there be any, you may have entertained againſt the 
Liturgy ; the other, that you be conformable to the 
Rules of it, and behave 2s other devout Men and 
Women do. Make your humble Confeſſion to Al- 
mighty God, and offer up the Prayers, mcekly kaeel- 
ing upon your Knees. Add your hearty Amen to 
each of them. Lift up your Heart, and raiſe your 
Voice in the alternate reading the Pſalms of David. 
There is no pious and devout Perſon among 6, I 
dare venture to ſay, but has experienced the Fitneſs 
of — 2 them /o, to raiſe Devotion, and can 
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| N — th' alternate Chant 

Of ſacred Song wakens my higheſt Raptures. 
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have, in their way, ridiculed, are 
auc commended by a one of the greateſt of your own 
Writers, who rightly obſerves, - that the Uſe ef the 
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Join, with an audible Voice too, in all the- Reſponſes, 
which, though ſome. of the ruder Sort among you 


highly approved 


Tongue keeps awake the Mind, and flirs up God's 
Ger in bis Servants; and that it was 4 Decay 
Zeal in the People that firſt ſhut out the Reſponſes. 
heſe Reſponſes, I am ſatisfied, alienate the Minds 
of 2 of your People from the Liturgy, as much, 


or, more, than any thing elſe in it. The 
Nie and Buy 


bling of whey (as they are wont to call 
it ſeetns, very uncouth and offenſive to them. 
And: if a Quaker were to come into your Meetings, 
the Noife and Bawling (as he, doubtleſs, would call 
it) of your Pſalmody, would be as offenſive to him. 
The reaſon of both is plain; neither he, nor you, 
have any thing like thoſe things, in that way of 
Worſhip you were brought up in, and have been 
always accuſtom'd to. But it you would only re- 
2 to ſhake off the Prejudices of Education, and 
88. your Minds from that Power and Force, 
ich ſtom has upon emz if you would come to 
our Churches, and prevail with your ſelves to bring 


your Common Prayer Books along with you, and, 


when you are there, help to make yourſelves, ſome 
Part of the Noiſe of the ſe Reſponſes, you would cer- 


tainly find it no Offence, but a Pleaſure to yqu; and 


I aflure myſelf, the whole Service of the Church 
would appear to you otherwiſe affecting. chan, pot: 
ſibly, you now think ir to be. 

If you ſtill think the Variation 2 the Phraſe i 18 
ſuch a mighty Matter, let us try it, if you pleaſe, in 
one or two Inſtances. We in the Confeffion of our 


Sins to Almighty God, conſtandly . have 


+ Baxteg' ri. D.rect. p. 838. nud Calf Ch, Dioif p 198. 
{IE offended 


N — ne 
—_ „ 
1 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


CuURCUMEN and D1$$SENTERS. 39 


offended a gainſt thy holy” Laws : You, perhaps, ſay 
at one time, V have . e thy Commandments; at 
another time, We have committed Iuiquity; and, at | 
a third, Ve have done ame ſi, and dealt very wickedly. | 
IWe ſue .for Pardon and Reſtoration to the Divine 
F ayour, ſaying, Reſtore thou them that are penitent : 
You, it may be; ſay now, Forgive us. all our Sins, 
which we truly and ſincerely repent of. Then, Ve 
confeſs our Wickedneſs, and are ſorry for our Sin, do 
thou forgive it; and the next time, perhaps, uſe 
other Words of the ſame Im rt, returning. 
a proper time, to the firſt Expreſſions; which I 
take to be one of the great Secrets of Extempore 
Prayer. Is it now poſfible for you to think, that 
the Attention of any ſerious Man will depend upon 
his uſing, conſtantly, one of thoſe Forms, or inter- 
changeably, the other ? If it be ſo, it isa Sign he is. 
not much wearied with the Burthen of his Sins, nor 
= folicitouſly concerned about the Forgiveneſs of 
them. 

Tou will aſk, perhaps, if I ſhould not, moe 
be weary of a Sermon, though it were ever ſo 
a hundred times repeated ? To be ſure, Sir, I ſhould; 5 
but then, the Caſes are widely different: I ſhould 
be weary of a Sermon fo often repeated, becauſe, 
being ſtale, I ſhould be no longer entertained with 
itz or, becauſe, having ſo often heard it, it would 
teach me nothing nw, but what it had taught me 
long, and many times, before: But, when I go to 
Prayers, I do not — to myſelf Entertainment, 
or Information and Inſtruction, as your People, ge- 


nerally, ſeem to do: They ſeem to regard a Prayer 


with the ſame fort of Attention they do à Sermon, 
and they expect from the ane the ſame ſort of In- 
trust ion or Entertainment that they look for from: 
the aber; which the pet rpetval, Repetition af the 
ſame Prayer ror affording, 88 d Aan at it 
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and naturally fall into a drowſy Inattention to it : 
Whereas, if they would lay afide all ion of 
having their Judgments informed, or their Imagi- 
nations entertained and diverted by the of 
the Church, and look for nothing in them, 
a Repreſentation of the real Wants and Deſires of a 
Chriſtian to Almighty God, in proper and ſuitable 
Expreſſions, the reheatfal of them would 
not be ſuch a Wearineſs, and they would join in 


them with great Devotion and Delight. 
een by fp 


I am ad of have not inj 
poling they apply themſelves to a Prayer as 
to a Sermon, and expect the ſame ſort of Edifica- 
tion from it. Some I have known, who have 
frankly confeſſed as much, that they go not to Church 
to pray; that, ſaid they, is the Minifter's Buſineſs, 
and ours is to mind him, and liſten attentively to 
him : And if any Man, of tolerable Diſcernment, 
will but attend your Meetings, obſerve the Coun- 
tenances, and mark the Behaviour of the devouteſt 
among you, he will plainly perceive, they are no 
otherwiſe employed in time of Prayer, than in 
Sermon- time; except, perhaps, that, once in a 
while, he may diſcover in them ſome Emotion, or 
ſome r Aſpiration unto — * 
any particu » Or reſſion, im ir 
Mints more than — On the other hand, 
you ſhall obſerve the devouteſt Members of the 
Church upon their Knees, with uplifted Hands and 
Eyes, preſenting, vocally or mentally, before God, 
every Petition (ſtale as this Author ſuppoſes it to be) 
as properly, and as ardently alſo, as the Miniſter 
himſelf, his Soul hanging, if I may ſo ſpeak, con- 


tinually upon God, as the Souls and Eyes of the 
People do, in your Aſſemblies, in time of Prayer, 


upon- the Lips of the Miniſter. This is the-diffe- 
rence —_— 
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boaſted Aduantage you have above us, by not being 
1 ie {hg perpetual — of a ſet Fern s 


ger. before l leave the Subzect, I would deſire 
ta.obſerve two things; and they are both ſuggeſted 
by your Author. He * elſewhere recommends, in 
> 44 Caſes, Forms of Prayer for private or Family- 
Devotion, ſuppoſing they may be uſed there, without 


Deadneſs and Formality of $ Spirit. And, if there, 


why not, I aſk, in the Church? Fhen, he con- 
fefles, that an Averſion to Forms of Prayer is the 
Occaſion of much Neglect of Family-Prayer *. 

There are many, who, being bred up in the Hatred 
of all Forms, and not knowing how to pray-with- 
out them, have gone on, to the end of their Lives, 
without Prayer, or any a of Religion, in 


ppearance 
their Houſes, which they would not otherwiſe have 


done. 

You have the Choice of your own Miniſters : You 
are not confined to fit under. fuch Teachers as fome 
rich Patron ſhall provide for you. Why, are they 
like to be the worſe for being provided by a rich 
Patron? I hope not; and am ready to think you, 
Sir, if you were Patron of a Church, would provide 
for it as well as you would have done, if you had 
not been Maſter of one of thoſe many thouſands you 
poſſeſa. But, perhaps, the Word rich came in here 
unawares, without to ſet a Mark upon 
it to be fo; 


any 
the Rick, as ill Patrons. I will ſuppoſe i 
and that the Grievance meant is no more than theit 


provided by a ge Patron, and the People's 


— to ſit — thoſe whom he has pro- 


vided to be ſet over them. But, to my Appie 
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$2 A Letter concerning the Lives of 
fit under ſuch as e or three, or (ſuppoſe) half 
a dozen of the richeſt Members of the Church, 
and principal Contributors, ſhall provide, and bring 
in upon them: Which, I believe, is commonly 
the Caſe, , eſpecially in Country Places, a few 
leading Men, on any Vacancy, looking out for 
a fit Perſon to be their new Miniſter, the reſt, 
generally, acquieſcing, much as they do in the 
Pariſhes. 
Zu, as you have a Power to chooſe, ſo you have 
10 diſmiſs your Miniſters, Yet, I have heard of 
ſome, who did not care to accept their Call, upon 
that footing, and wanted Security for quiet and 
Poſſeſſion, a certain Term of Years: But 
theſe Gentlemen, it is like, did not ſee the Incon- 
ſiſtency of this with the avowed Principle of the 
Separation, that. the People have a Right, of which 
they cannot be deprived, both to chuſe, and di/mi/s 
their Miniſters, at pleaſure. I ſhould be alſo glad to 
be informed, how they reconcile this Principle with 
their Church Covenant. This Covenant, I thought, 
had obliged them, Miniſter and People, to walk 
together in all the ſpecial Ordinances ot the Goſpel, 
in ſuch manner, as that it ſhould be held, after- 
wards, unlawful for them to leave-their Place, and 
forſake his Miniſtry, without being regularly diſ- 
miſſed by him. And, if ſo, what is become of 
their unalienable Right to chooſe and diſmiſs their 
Paſtors? And yet, as inconſiſtent as theſe things 
ſeem to be, it is ten to one, but one of theſe cove- 
panting, Paſtors, . if. he were writing a Book to ſet 
forth his Plain Reaſons for Diſſenting the 
Charch of England, or counting up —— 
van £njdy, above us, towards your better Edificatien, 
and greater Increaſe in Piety ; I ſay, it is a great 
chance, if he did net tell you of your being allowed 
| 10 | = 
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to chooſe, and diſmiſs again, your Miniſters, — 
one of the choiceſt of thoſe A which 
— bleſs yourſelves, and be thankful to 

or 

Your Author fays, You can diſmiſs your Mini- 

ſters, if they be ſcandaloufly immoral. And cannot 
we too? Is there no Way provided in the Church 
to get rid of ſuch ? And, till that is done, or if it 
be never done, cannot any Pariſhioner leave his 
Church, and go to another, which is, in effect, 
diſmiſning him? And, if this be done in a modeſt 
and peaceable manner, without Noiſe and Cla- 
mour, and a ſchiſmatical Spirit, no body is like to 
blame him much, or go about to hinder him. 
You can diſmiſs them too, If they be known to fall 
into dangerous Errors, and will publiſh them, in op- 
Pofttion to the common Sentiments of the People. That 
was very prudently put in: For what if the whole 
People are of the ke Sentiments? What if he 
has them, or the leading Men amon 
them, and has brought them over to his on wick 
Errors? Will they diſmiſs him then? Or has 
any body elſe, by the Conſtitution of your Churches, 
Power and Authority to part them? If they will 
keep him, and pay him, pray, who can binder it? 
Who can remove him, in fpite of the People, and 
put a worthier in his Place, who will teach them 
the Truth, bring them back from their perverſe 
and dangerous Wanderings, and them in the 

right Way to Salvation ? And, as to their diſmiſ- 
ſing him for bis being thoug bt not /a profitable to 
their Edijfication, as they, [ fappoſe, could with, or as 
he formerly, N „had been; it is a thing ſeldom 
heard of. If he be Orthodox, as they call Ortho- 
doxy, and, withal, a quiet and inoffenſive Man, 
they commonly jog on together for Life, though he 
be thought to grow a _ dull, and leſs edifying, 


ever F 


> _ — \ = 


— » 
— 2 


a 
| . 
. 
J. 
9 
L 

' , 
* 

[ 


44 A Letter concerning the Lives of 
every day. - Good-nature, Friendſhip, a 


t0 
his Family, and other Conſiderations of the like 
ſort do, generally, keep them from diſmiſſing him. 
But what if it happens, that the Congregation is 
divided about keeping or diſmiſſmg him; that the 
ruling Part think well of his publick Miniſtrations, 
and are for keeping him, while the great Majority, all 
of the meaner fort, think otherwiſe of them, and 
would have him be diſmiſſed, which, if we conſider 
the various Taſtes and Humours of Men, is like to 
be frequently the Caſe ? If theſe ſhould think of ſet- 
ting up for themſelves, and chooſing one who is 
more to their liking, they would be thought to 
walk diſorderly, and be infallibly charged with the 
heinous Sin of making Schiſms and Diviſions in the 
Church; of which we have known divers Inſtances; 
one, particularly, at Exeter, in the Caſe of the late 
Mr. Peirce. And if, notwithſtanding that, they 
ſhould be ſtill of the mind to do it, they might not 
have Ability to provide him a ſufficient Mainte- 
nance. Content, therefore, they muſt be, and can- 
not help themſelves, as the Members of the Church, 
in that Caſe, eaſily may. If they fancy abt the 
Preaching of their Pariſh Minifter, .there are, in 
moſt Places, many conformable Clergymen, whom 
they may like better, very near. And, though 


running from their own to other Pariſhes, under 


Pretence of better Inſtruction, is not a thing one 
can approve of, or would encourage, yet it is com- 
inonly indulged ; and if any one will take the Liber- 
ty to do it, he may, and we cannot help it: 
Whereas a Diſſenter, here in the Country, if he likes 
not his dn Paſtor, has commonly no other, at leaſt 
of the ſame Denomination, whom he can conftant- 
Jy hear, and join himſelf to, without intolerable In- 


convenience. And as to many, who have neither 


the Ability, nor the Convenience for travelling ma- 


ny 
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ny Miles, on the Lord's Day, the g e im- 
practicable. 

That we may not be always upon the Defenfove, 
I muſt defire leave to obſerve, that your Mini- 
ſters, by being ſo much, as to their Maintenance 
and Dilemiſtion, i in the Power of the People, are 
under Temptations often, it is to- be feared, too 
ſtrong to let them go on, without Reproof, in 
wrong and perverſe Ways, to indulge them in 
their Errors, and flatter them in their Vices. In 
this reſpect, it will be granted, I hope, the Advan- 
tage is irly on our Side. 

After your Author had ſaid what he thought 

per about the Privilege of chooſing your own 
iniſters, he takes Occaſion to diſplay, as the 
great Advantage of that Privilege, the Excellencies 
of their Preaching, by marking it with three or four 
Characters, which he ſeems to think very diſtin- 
guiſhing ones, and, in a manner, — to Diſ- 
ſenters. 

They frequently inſiſt upon the peculiar Themes of 
Chriſtianity, and Divine Revelation. As if no body 
elſe did ſo! when it is notorious, this is what the 
Biſhops earneſtly recommend to their Clergy, and 
what they, generally, practiſe, not only in com- 
pliance with their Lordſhips Directions, but from 


their own Judgments, as a thing fit in itſelf, and 


highly neceſſary in theſe Times. 

The — Themes of Chriſtianity and divine 
Revelation are the following, at leaſt, the following 
are ſome of them; the Doctrine of Original Sin, 
or the diſmal Conſe of the Fall of Adam up- 
on his Poſterity, the Neceſſity of a Redeemer, the 
miraculous and wonderful Birth of our 
Redeemer, his admirable Life, his amazing Mira- 


cles, bis Death and Paſſion, and Satisfaction there- | 
by, his Neſurrection and Aſcenſion into — 
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and ſitting there at the Right-hand of God, to make 
Interceſſion for us, the Dignity and Excellency, the 


End and Deſign of all his Offices, and the Benefits 
we receive therefrom, Salvation throu 


gh him alone, 

his ſending the Haly Ghoſt on the Day of Pentecoſt 
on his Apoſtles, the Inſpiration and "Perfection of 
the Holy — the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
or the Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, the 
Reality and Neceſſity of divine Aſſiſtances, the Na- 
ture, the Unity, and the P ity of the Catholic 
Church, and the Communion of Saints in it; the 
Duty of Faith, and the Privileges of 
the Faithful; the Nature and End of the Two Sa- 
craments, and the Duty of obſerving them; the 
Doctrine of Repentance and — of Sins; 
in regard to the Things appertaining to the 
next Life, which have been brought to light 
through the Goſpel, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
. of con Lord Tao ——— 
e everlaſting. Theſe, I think, are the 
df of thoſe Doctrines that are more eminently 
Chriſtian z but, upon what Grounds any Gentleman 
can pretend to fay, or inſinuate, that the Preaching 
of theſe is the Character, in any peculiar Degree, of 
your Miniſters, I can't readily conceive. A Di- 
ference between our Preaching and yours, in regard 
to #beſe Doctrines, if it lies aly in Gas Gallte 
of more or leſs, cannot be eaſily diſcerned ; 
and if it could, it would not be a ſufficient Ground 
far ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Preference of your Preach- 
ing as is here intimated to be due to it, Nothing 
but a general and notorious Neglect on our Side, can 
juſtify ſuch a Preference. And how does it appear 
— is ſuch a Neglect on our Side ? No ona, 1 
„ has taken r 
oformation of what is. preached, on any 
Sunday in the Year, inal our Churches and Mexr- 


ings. 
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" And if any Judgment were to b& made of 
bis, by the Sernions we have in Print, we ſhould 
be very willing to abide by it. For my own Part, 
I can ſee no Reaſon for your Preachers aſſuming to 
themſelves this Character, as peculiarly be 
to them, though I have carefully read mary of their 
Sermons, and lightly fkimm*d over more 
ſure, of thoſe — . been publiſhed by our Di- 
vines, there is ſcarcely a Volume, wherein divers 
of the peculiar Themes of Chriſtianity before - men- 
_ tioned are not only touch's upon, but profeſſedly 
handled. And one Way how it comes to be ſo is 
this. The Faſts and Feſtivals of the Church lead 
our Clergy, and, indeed, lay them under a Kind of 
Neceſſity of Preaching upon the great Articles and 
Myſteries of our holy Religion, once a Year. But 
thoſe folemn Seaſons being quite diſregarded in your 
Churches, your Miniſters ore neither Mixed mor lex 
—2 and, for what I know, may think 
it improper, offenſive, and fcandalous to meddle 
with hoſe Subjects at fuch Times, as it would have 


an A of ohe Days, and Months, and 
Times, and Years, againſt the Principles and Cuſtom 


of your Churches; and hold it beſt to let them 
alone till fore other Time, which, as is uſual in 
fach Caſes, may happen to be no Time. And if 


thoſe Myſieries are treated of, at any time, in your 
Sermons, yet as your Miniſters are never led 


any 
particular Call, or fpecial Occafion, to theſe Sub- 


2 it s moſt like to be done only incidentally, 
flight and ſuperſicial Manner. And I cannot 
e Benefit and tt 


„ divers others, of our keepi 
Feaſts and Fafts of the Church, 2 a 
diſcarded, that ur People arc hereby ſecured of 
having the grand Myſictes of our hot — had 
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largely explained, more ſolidly proved, more fre- 
ately inculcated and enforced * them. 

But they not only inſtrust the Head, they ſtrike the 
Heart in a powerful and affecting manner. We have 
no Exception, I aſſure him, to this Way of Preach- 
ing ; but when the Preacher has thoroughly con- 
vinced the Reaſon, and captivated the Fudgments of 
his Audience, by clear Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Truth and Weight of what he delivers, we 
would have him go on to move and warm their 
Aﬀe&ions. But as the former Character of Preach- 
ing is certainly the more excellent of the two, and 
that wherein a Deficiency can leaſt be diſpenſed 
with, ſo that, I believe, will be allowed by all 
competent and impartial Judges, to be more pecu- 
liarly and eminently the Character of our Preachers, 
than the other is of yours. The Generality of both 
one and t'other have not, I fear, all the Talents 
(for they are many) that are requiſite zo ſtrike tbe 
Heart in the moſt ul Manner, and in any de- 
gree of Perfection. The Paſſions and Affections 
(this Writer knows) are tender and touchy things, 
and muſt be 2 with all the V ſs and 
Delicacy imaginable. You may poſſibly move the 
— 5 Part of an Audience by an affected Tone, 
loud Vociferations, violent Agitations of the Body, 
and by burſting out upon them in a Torrent of Ex- 
clamation, though ever ſo improper and unſeaſon- 
able. But in others, a little more refined, you will 
raiſe no Paſſion belides Indignation and Diſdain, 


to ſee your Vanity and Folly, in going about 19 


make yourſelf Maſter of their Paſſions by ſuch ridi- 

culous Ways. Ss 
Again, 1t is tbe Excellency of their Miniſtry, that 

it leads People to a Senſe of their and 

Ruin by the Fall of Adam; that it teaches them apes 
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the Weakneſs and Impotence of Nature, and the Ne 
refſity of Divine Grace, The Doctrine of the Cor- 


ruption of Nature by the Fall, and the Neceffity of 


the Grace of God, is as much the Doctrine of the 
Church, and her Clergy, as of Diſſenters. And this 
our Author knows to be ſo. So that, it is like, 
he means, they carry them not /o far as Diſſenters 
do; which may be, generally, true, and they never 
the worſe Guides for that. For he is not, on courſe, 
the beſt, who lays human Nature loweſt : There is 
Danger in degra it too low, as well as in exalting 
it too high, And it will be found, upon thorough 
Examination, that the eſtabliſhed Clergy have well 
avoided both Extremes, and taught the Neceſſity of 
God's Grace, upon the firmeſt and ſoundeſt Prin- 
ciples. 

"Bur experimental Preaching, I perceive, is their 
top Excellence. > This he deſcribes by preachin 
upon ſpiritual and inward Subjefts, ſuch as the fir} 
Awakenings of the Conſcience of a Sinner, the Fears 
of the Wrath of God, which ſometimes accompany ſuch 
Awakenings, the Temptations diverting the Mind 
from them, the Conflitts of the Spirit in theſe Sea- 
ſons, the Caſes of the Afﬀatied, and the Tempted, of 
thoſe that grow in the things of God, and thoſe that 
backſlide, and decline from thoſe degrees of Piety 
which they once profeſſed and practiſed, the falſe 
Peace of Preſumption, and the Torments of Deſpair, 
the Terrors of a wounded, with the Serenities and 
Conſolations of an aſſured Conſcience, the Workings 


of in-dwelling Sin, the manifold Diſguiſes which it 


conctals itſelf under, and the ſubtle Excuſes framed 
by the Fleſh for the Indulgence of it, the way and 
manner of Regeneration, or new Birth, It no way 
appears, that they preach more upon theſe Subjects 
than we do. And this Author bimſelf, in the midſt 

> Humble Attempt, p. 44. 2 | 
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of all his glorying in this their way of experimental 
Preaching, cannot help diſcovering ſome Conſciouſ- 
' neſs of their want of it. It was (he ſays) rhe 
Faſhion and Practice of their Fathers among the Pu- 
ritans, and hopes it is the preſent Mode of preaching 
among them; but does not venture to affirm it to 
be ſo. And indeed how could he, when he knew, 
and, in another place, had plainly confeſſed the 
contrary. In his Dedication of one Volume of his 
Sermons on various Subjects, chiefly the inward and 
ſpiritual Parts of Godlineſs, he obſerves, that Trea- 
tiſes on theſe Subjetts are ſeldom publiſhed now-a-days, 
and therefore he ſuffered them to take up a larger 
Share in thoſe Diſcourſes; and he did it with Deſign 
to reſcue thoſe Arguments from the Charge of Enthu- 
fraſm, and to put them in ſuch a Light, as might 
ſew their perfect Conſiſtence with common Senſe and 
Reaſon. Afterwards, he obſerves, agreeably to 
whar I had juſt now quoted from him, out of the 
Book we are at preſent conſidering, that their Fa- 
thers, indeed, talked much of pious Experience, and 
have left their Writings of the ſame Strain behind 
them; but, he adds, that he mourned to think that 
ſome are grown ſo degenerate in our Days, as to 
join their Names, and their Works together, in a 
common Teſt, and to ridicule the ſacred Matter of 
their Sermons. He mnſt mean the preſent Diſſent- 
ers, or the Oppoſition between them and their Fa- 
thers is deſtroyed. So that, you ſee, he talks in 
another Strain of their Preaching and Writing, 
when another Nail was to be driven. 3 
But, it may be, though they enter not more into 
theſe Subjects, they may be beiter qualified, by their 
- larger Experiences, to enter into them, when they 
don I anfwer: Were they ſo well qualified for it, 
_ they would hardly ridicule it, as this Author com- 
plains they do, And, which way they ſhould come 
| 5 l * 
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to be qualified for it ſo much better, and have /arger 
Experiences in theſe Caſes than other Folks, I can+ 
not imagine. They have not been obſerved, that 
I know of, to be more tempted, more afflicted, more 
in Circumſtances of Deſpair or Preſumption, and ſo 
forth, than other Men. Of that there is not the 
leaſt Appearance, And if any have been, or be 
now, in /ome of the Circumſtances above deſcribed, 
they cannot well be in many, they cannot poſſib 
be in all, or near all. For a good Part of theſe 
Caſes are diametrically oppoſite to one another. Mr. 
Whitfield, indeed, aſſures us, He has undergone a 
Series of Temptations, and continual Buffetings of the 
Devil, which have, in a high Degree, qualified him 


for the Miniſterial Office. in that he bas experiment- 


ally tried all things, and having ſuffered every ſort of 
Temptation, can ſuit his Advice to the different States 
and Conditions of other People's Souls. He belike, 
young as he is, never preached any thing but what 
he has experimentally felt himſelf. But I have not 


heard that diſſenting Miniſters pretend, yet, to any 


ſuch thing. — After all, I muſt do this Author 
the Juſtice to own, he does not directly, and in 
Terms, ſay, this is, but only talks of it as if it 
was the general Mode of their Preaching. Ton 
expett, you love, you delight, (ſays he to the People) 
in ſuch ſort of Preaching, That they may do, and 
yet not have it. Yes, perhaps, you will ſay, if they 
like it, they ſhall have it, becauſe their Preachers 
are of their own chooſing. Sir, it does not follow; 
for, poſſibly, your Elections of Miniſters (like other 
Elections) may often be carried by Management 
and Intrigue, or ſwayed by Intereſt, by ſpecial 
Friendbips, by Relation and Alliance, and other 
Conſiderations of a like Nature. And if ſome cf 
your largeſt and richeſt Congregations have it in 
their Power to have ſuch as they /ike, ſuch as they 


H 2 think 
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think the beſ# and ableſt among your Miniſters, the 


reſt will be obliged to chooſe ſuch as offer them- - 


ſelves, or ſuch as they can perſuade to accept their 
Call, and come and help them, whether they preach 
thus chriſtianiy, thus pathetically, thus experiment - 
ally, or not. 

He ſays, greater Care is taken among you about 
the Admiſſion to the Lord's Table, and excluding the 
Vicious from it. He confeſſes, that, by the Rules 
of the Church, ſcandalous Sinners are not allowed 
to come to it: Only he ſays, Theſe Rules are not 
obſerved, and put in Practice, in all Places, as they 
ought to be. Well, be it ſo, that ſome notorious 
Offenders, Schiſmaticks, for inſtance, who ought, 
by the'Canons of the Church, to be "rejected, have 
been, ſometimes, admitted to Communion : Is it 
not true too, that ſome (and that by the Rules of 
”n Churches, or however by the avowed Prin- 

les of your Miniſters) are, among you, excluded, 

hs ought to have been admitted to it. It is, ge- 
nerally, held among you, that the Sacrament is for 
none but perfect and conſummate Chriſtians, ſuch 
as can give a particular Account of their Converſion, 
and of the Work of Grace upon their Souls: by 
which means, not only open and ſcandalous Offend- 
ers, but many who are not wicked, yet in a State 
of a ſpiritual Weakneſs and Imperfection, are kept 
off from an Ordinance, which would be the Food 
and Nouriſhment, the ſtrengthning and refreſhing 
of their Souls. 

Laſtly, it is numbered among your Adyantages, 
that your whole Canduct is ftrifily obſer ved, and your 
Behaviour watched with a narrow and ſevere Eye, 
2 many of your Neighbours of the eſtabliſbed Charch, 

2 efdectath (he ſays) by thoſe that — you. But 
this Advantage is not peculiar to Difſenters. Whar- 
ever It 5 Churchmen enjoy it as well as you 1 

' their 
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their Conduct and Behaviour is alſo obſeryed, and 
ſeverely watched by their diſſenting Neighbours, 
eſpecially thoſe that hate them. They cannot, he 
ſays, ſtep awry, but Cenſure and Reproach attend 
them. And if they are gully of any heinous Crime 
and Scandal, the whole Profeſſion and Party of Diſ- 


ſenters are loaded with it, a Circumſtance uo way 
pleaſing, however a profitable one, as it is a Spur to 


Duty, a Guard and Reſtraint upon their whole Beha- 
baviour. Poſſibly, it may be fo, when any emi- 
nent Diſſenter, who makes a Profeſſion of StriiFxeſs 
in Religion, does things that are much amiſs. And 
ſo, I can aſſure him, if any eminently fri# and 
zealous Churchman does the ſame, the Church 
ſhall be loaded with his Crime, and it will be faid, 
and often has been, on that Occaſion, Theſe are the 
Friends, theſe are the Ornaments of the Church of 
England! and may it not, then, be ſuppoſed, this 
will be a Spur to, a Guard, and Reſtraint upon them? 
But as to the common Herd, on one fide or the 
other, I don't ſee but they may do as they pleaſe, 
without any mighty Matter being made of it, or 
much ſaid againſt their reſpective Churches. And, 
if it were otherwiſe, it is not likely, that Conſidera- 
tion would have any weight with them, or be any 
Check to /beir Appetites. It will be a Check to 
none, beſides eminent Profe ſſors; and it will be an 
equal Check to thoſe, of both ſides. And, indeed, 
] am ſomewhat of Opinion, our unhappy Diſſen- 
tions have made both them and us a little more cir- 
in our Conduct than we might otherwiſc 
have been. This Advantage, I am ready to think, 
we do reap from our religious Diſfentions. An 
Advantage however dearly baught, at the ce 


of Truth, and Peace, and Charity, the Welfare of 


our Country, and the. Honour of our common 


Chriſtianity. 
Chriſtianity _ 


=> 0 * 
———_— 


” — — 
— — — —— — 


— — 
— - 


— 
— 


= = a 
- 
| 4 3 > — — — - 
— —— - _ 
_ | ad — — — ͥͤ ꝓëͤ—ä—äͤ. — . = 
— 
— 


= 
= — — — 
- 
— an. — — — 
— — - — 
— — 
< * — 


— — * . * 
9 = q * 
. eee 
— — — — — 
— — 


rr CS 77% I ITT * TEE Too. 


— ——— - - 


* - - - 
— — ture ͤ—— eee. 
— — - = - : 2 
* _ 4 oy _— - 4 > - 2 1 SS —< N 
— - — — - - 
— — — =E . . - - * — 


54 A Letter concerning the Lives of 


And now, Sir, I take my leave of your Author's 
Reaſonings about the ſpecial Obligations you are ſup- 
poſed to he under, and the ſuperior Advantages you 
are pretended to enjoy above xs of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, towards your Increaſe in Piety, and ſpeed- 
ing your Way to Heaven. If it be thought, 
as very probably it may, (and, truly, I begin to 
flatter myſelf, it appears, by this time, Sir, to you) 
that this Author is a little too vi/ionary, in reckon- 
ing ſuch things for mighty Advantages, which no 
Mortal beſides can ſee to be any at all, and that he 
has not argued upon theſe Heads, as one would 
have expected a Writer who ſo well underſtands, 
as he certainly does, the right Uſe of Reaſon, 
ſhould do; it ought to be remembred, this is no 
more than what happened to the famous Grotius, 
to Sir Thomas Mare, and happens every Day to the 
greateſt Men, when they take upon them to defend 
any favourite Notion, or inveterate Prejudice they 
have been bred up in, or have, afterwards, un- 
warily entertained, On ſuch Occaſions, they often 
fall infinitely beneath themſelves, and write in a 


Manner that diſcredits the great Abilities God has 


given them. Many excellent Talents this Writer 
is certainly poſſeſſed of; and it is much to be 
wiſhed, he had wholly employed them on other 
Subjects, on which he could not have failed both to 


pleaſe and profit us. 


Having now given you my Thoughts concern- 


ing thoſe ſpecial Advantages which you ſuppoſe 


yourſelves to enjoy above 28, in order to a 


and holy Life, and ſhewn, that you really have no 


Advantage in any of thoſe Particulars, and that, 
in ſome of them, the Advantage is evidently and 
greatly on our fide; let me entreat you, Sir, 
in my turn, to conſider ſome things I ſhall = 


: 
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Chriſtian Faith is the only true Foundation of 
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the liberty to ſuggeſt to you, which I humbly 
apprehend to be great Advantages peculiar to 
us, and almoſt, if not entirely, wanting in your 
Churches. 


You need not be told, Sir, (I dare ſay) that 


Chriſtian Holineſs. Now, in our Church, we 
have ſome Proviſion, and that one of the moſt 
effectual, both for the teaching and preſerving the 
Chriſtian Faith entire and uncorrupt, which 1s not 
in yours; I mean the Uſe of the Three Creeds in 
in the public Worſhip. By this means the great and 
capital Points of Belief are rendered familiar ,to 
our People, and they come to have in their Minds 
a regular Scheme of it. And if you are taught, 
now and then, ſome of theſe Articles, from the 
Pulpit, I fear there are others, which you hear 
little or nothing of. Nor is it only a proper means 
to make them readily remember, and eaſihy un- 
derftand their Faith, but alſo a powerful means 
to keep them in it, in oppoſition to Hereſies and 
talſe Doctrines that corrupt it. For, ſurely, they 
will be the more confirmed in it by ſeeing the whole 
Church, many of them better in ed, and more 
knowing than themſelves, concurring in the open 
Profeſſion of it. And if any have unhappily 
ſwerved from it, they are hereby diſtinguiſhed, 
and made manifeſt, eſpecially if they be Mini- 
ſters, who cannot rehearſe the Creeds, if they do 
not believe every Article thereof. So that if one 
of theſe happens to be heretical, or is fallen into 
any Error contrary to the Faith, he muſt quit his 
Station in the Church to one who is ſounder in it, 
or elſe expoſe himſelf, by an open and odious 
Prevarication, to ſuch Abhorrence in the Hearts 
of all Men, as will keep him from being able to 
ſpread much Infection among others. I own, 


your 
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your Miniſters do ſubſcribe to all the Creeds, in 
ſubſcribing; to the Articles, and (what I would 
more particularly point out to yowr Obſervation) 
the Athanafian Creed, as well as the other; which 
let them reconcile, as they can, with thoſe fee 
Cenſures ſome of them paſs upon it. However, 
we find, in fact, by ſome few Inftances in our 
own Church, that /abſeribing in private is one thing, 
and rebear/ing them publickly, before the Church, 


is another ; thoſe who can do, without any diffi- 


culty, the former, ſtra ggling at the 
— And, I am N ink hes, if the 
open Confeſſion of your Faith, in the Words of 
theſe Creeds, had been as much a neceſſary Part 
of your Worfhip as it is of ours, the Doctrine 
of Arius would not have been ſo rife among your 
London Miniſters, and many too in the Country, 
as it appeared, ſome Years ago, to be. And, 
therefore, I hope, theſe Formularies of our Faith 
will never be detached from our Liturgy, how long 


and loud ſoever Heretics or Latitudinarians call for 


4 


out of my Lord Clarendon, a pleaſant Accident re- 
lating to this Subject, which fell out at the Treaty 
of Uxbridge. The Commiſſioners being all together 
at the Fire- ſide, entertaining themſelves with gene- 
ral and caſual Diſcourſe, one of the King's Com- 
miſſioners aſked one of the other fide, with whom 


he had Familiarity, in a low Voice, Why 
not, in their whole Direfory, 


broke over- hearing, he anfwered aloud, that be and 


that the putting them in had taken up many Hours 


Debate in the Houſt of Commons, and that af laſt-the 


leaving 


I defire, Sir, to be excuſed while I relate to you, 


any mention at all of 
the Creed, or the Ten Commandments, and ſo tittte of 
the Lord's Prayer. Which my good Lord of Pem- 


many others were very forry they bad been tift owt; 


n 
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eaving them out had been carried by eight or nine 
Voices; and ſo, they did not think fit to inſiſt upon 
the Addition of them in the Houſe f Peers; but 
many were afterwards troubled at it; and he verily 
believed, if it were to do again, they ſhould carry it 
for inſerting them all. Which made many ſmile (as 
well it might) to hear that the Creed and Ten Com- 
mandments had been put to the Queſtion, and re- 
jected. And there is little doubt, but the throwing 
out the Creeds from the publick Worſhip was one 
Inlet to thoſe monſtrous and execrable Hereſies, 
which, at that time, grew up among us, as the 
removal of the Epiſcopal Government was certainly 
another. And it 1s not unlikely that Cromwell him- 
ſelf had ſomething of this in his Thoughts, when 
he would often ſay, That there was much of Good 
in the Order of Biſhops, if the Droſs were but 
ſcowered off. 

From theſe means for preſerving the Purity of the 
Faith paſs we on to others for promoting Holineſs of 
Life. I ſcorn, Sir, to name the Croſs at Baptiſm, 
or any human Ceremony in our Church; though I 
think too, I have as much Reaſon ro make that a 
Promoter, as your Author has to make it a Hingerer 
of Holineſs. And yet, I muſt ſay, when it is uſed 
at the Baptiſm of an adult Perſon, I cannot fee why 
it may not be ſuppofed to make ſome Impreſſion 
upon his Mind, to ftir it up to certain holy Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions ; as, particularly, a Reſolution 
not to be aſhamed to profeſs the Faith of Chriſt cru- 
tified. In the primitive Church, Sir, it was a 


common Caſe, that newly baptized Perfons were 
hurried immediately to their Martyrdoms. Now, is 
it not reaſonable to think, that the Lord's Signet (as 
it was then called) which they had juſt betore de- 
manded, and devoutly received upon their Fore- 
heads, might have ſome Influence upon them, to 

make 


1 
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make them aſhamed of falling away from the Faith 
of Chriſt, to ſtrengthen. them (I mean, Sir, in a 
natural Way) againſt their approaching Sufferings, 
to make them N the Truth, and faithful 
unto Death? As our Minds and Affections, in this 
preſent State, are apt to be ſtrongly impreſſed and 
influenced by the Power of Senſe and Imagination, 
ſuch an affecting Ceremony, at ſuch a time, might 
bave, perhaps, a greater Efleft than a ſerious Ex- 
hortation.— But of theſe Matters you may think as 
you pleaſe ; for I lay no mighty ſtreſs upon them. 
I lay a much greater ſtreſs upon another Appoint- 
ment of the Church, relating to Baptiſm ; and that 
is, the Uſe of Godfathers and Godmothers, I had 
before occaſion to vindicate this Inſtitution from the 
Charge, or rather the Suſpicion or Imagination, of 
an evil Tendency and Effect: And now I ſhall ſhew 
it to be a wiſe, an uſeful, and neceſſary Inſtitution. 
And though your Author has been pleaſed not only 
to flight it, as not needful, but to condemn it, .as 
not proper ; ſome of the hotteſt Adyocates for the 
iflenting Cauſe, and moſt given to libel, over- 
laſh, and run riot in oppoſition to the Church, have 
tuned it to be not only uſeful, but, in many Caſes, 
neceſſary. Mr. Pierce himſelf, amidſt all his Miſ- 
repreſentations of our Senſe and Practice in this 
Particular, confeſſes. it to be ſo. It is not, (lays he) 
any matter of Controverſy between us, Whether it be 
lawful and uſeful, that, when Infants are baptized, 


fome honeſt pious Perſons ſhould make à publick Pro- 


Fon of the Chriſtian Faith in the Aſſembly, and pro- 
miſe to take care (if God ſpares them) that the Child, 
4 ſovon'as be becomes capable, ſpeuld be trained up in 
e Cbriſtian Faith and Prafite, Ner da we diſpute 
whether any, beſides the Parents, may be allowed. to 
perform this Office. We acknowledge there is @ Ne- 


__ 


Vidi, of Diſſenters, Part II. Ch, 6. 
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nailing to the purpoſe; ; becauſe our preſent Enq 
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refſity they ſhould; in ſome Caſes ; as, if the Parents 
are dend; or, by reaſon of their great diſtance, can- 
not be preſent at the Lit their Children; or, i 
they are jo ignorant in the Chriſtian Religion, or ſo 
heretical in their Opinions, and vicious in their Lives, 
that their Promiſe cannot be looked upon as fit to be 
taken by the Church. _— Now, Sir, if it be nece/- 
ſary in ſo many Caſes, I would beg leave to obſerve 
three things; be feſt, that our Church has done 
wiſely in requiring it in all Caſes, that the Clergy 
may not be obliged to be always making odious 
Diſtinctions (which ſometimes, perhaps, would be 
groundteſs and arbitrary too) among their Pariſhi- 
oners, by requiring Sponſors for the Children of 
ſome, and'not of others, which would have been a 
Source of endlefs Heats and Animoſities between 
them. The ſecond is, that Mr. Peirce, and ſuch of 
his Brethren as are of his Mind, are much to blame 
for not introducing i into their Churches the Uſe of 
Sponſors, at leaſt in thoſe Caſes wherein they allow 
it to be neceſſary. And the other thing I would 
obſerve, moſt to my preſent Purpoſe, i is, that, ſince 
they have not done it, we have, in our Church, this 
Advantage towards the wing 5 up. of Children 
in the Fear of God, and the of the . 
which is not in yours. 

1 hope, Sir, you will not offer t to argue with me 
(as Gentlemen of your Perſuaſion commonly do) 
againſt the Inſtitution of Godfathers and OE 
from the little Thought and Care they are often ſeen 
to take in diſcharging the Obligations they are. 9 

For, if you do all be obliged to reply, it is 


is, Whether the Church does rk ord its. 
bers ſome great and ſpecial Adyantages to 

wing in Grate and Goodneſs, above what = 
. among you; not, a all its Members 


do 
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duc their | Duties, and make a right Uſe of thoſe 
Advantages it affotds them. And yet, if you inſiſt 
upon it, we are ready to join Iſſue with you, even 
upon that footing, We will not deny, but the 
greateſt part of thoſe who undertake; this Office do 
not diſcharge it ſo conſcientiouſly as they ought, (as 
Parents themſelves often do not) and heartily. wh 
* ſome things were either removed or regulated, 
whereby that, in part, is occaſioned. But then, Sir, 
there are forme, who do make a Conſcience of doing 
their Duties in it: And it is worth while to keep up 
the Inſtitution for their Sakes. And, as far as their 
honeſt and faithful Diſcharge of their Duty goes, ſo 
far the Church actually receives Benefit, of which, 

ou know, there is nothing in your Churches. The 
hos Dr. Bray was a very obſerving Man, and watch- 
ful Paſtor; and he aſſures us, He has known, bim- 
ſelf, muny Inſtances of Perſons, who owe that Un- 


derftanding they bave of Religion, and the Fear of 


God, purely, next under God, to the Care of their 
Godfathers and Godmotbers. I believe him: For I 


can myfelf name others, who have been more 


mindful of the pious Education of the Children 
they were Sureties for, then their Parents were, 
and, particularly, have procured for. them the re- 
ligious Education of our Charity Schools, which 


Such, for example, as the high Fees given to Nurſes, Mid- 
wives, and Servants. Theſe have been the Occaſion of much 
Perplexity and Trouble to many Parents, who have not known 
how to ak their Friends to do an Office ſo expenſive to them. 
And this Perplexity of the Parents has not only grown into a ſort 
of Diſaffection to the very Inſtitution, but bas often obliged them 
to paſs over their more, ſerious. Friends and Relations, who could 
not conveniently, (they thought) or would not care to part with 
Sams expedted, and to take up with others, looſe and diſor- 
derly Perſons, who would more readily, or could better do it ; 
whereby the Office has been expoſed to Contempt and Ridicule, 
and the End of it, in thoſe Inſtances, quite defeated. the: 
_ err 
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their Parents took no Care to do. And, I 5 
there are few who make any Obſervations of this 
nature, but can point out to you other Inſtances of 
the like kind. | 0} Jill e 
The next Adminiſtration in our Church is Con- 
firmation. This, you know, you have wholly 
diſcarded. And, ſurely, you will be obliged to ac- 
knowledge, you have loft thereby a very great Ad- 
vantage : For, when it 1s received after due Prepa- 
ration, and with the requiſite ifications and 
Diſpoſitions, it cannot bur greatly conduce to future 
Holineſs of Life. Many Proteſtant Churches, be- 
ſides our own, have this Opinion of it, and do, ac- 
cordingly retain it. The Judgment of Calvin, that 
it is an Apoftolical Inſtitution, is well known; as is 
alſo his Wiſh, that it were every where reſtored. 
And J can tell you of one (in his day one of the 
greateſt Oracles of your Party-) who declared his 
thorough Approbation of it, and, in the late times, 
called loudly for its Reſtoration, and faid, The Di- 
reftory, without it, was more imperfet# than the 
Common-Prayer. The late Dr. Calamy too was in 
the fame Sentiments touching this Matter. d [7 
would be (ſays he) very becoming and advantageous, 
did Perſons every where, before they firſs communi- 
cated, freely profeſs their Sincerity. and Conſftancy in 
the:r Baptiſmal Covenant or Vow, and openly declare 
themſelves, in the Face of a Chriſtian Congregation, 
Enemies to the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
Aud this is the moſt conſiderable Part of that which 
has bern wont to be called Confirmatian; a Thing 
much prattiſed and infifted upon in the Primitive 
Church, though of later Times much negleFed, and 
by ſome laid afide, as uſeleſs ; the more's the Pity. 


2 Mr. Baxter. ROt 2 
d Pradical Diſcourſe concerning Nous, p. 87. 
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And, ſurely, Confirmation, if not abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, is yet very requiſite in any Church which 
Riſes Infant Baptiſm. We are uſed to be preſſed, 
by the Antipædobaptiſts, with the Conveniency and 
Uſefulneſs of deferring Baptiſm, till People arrive 
at Years of Diſcretion, when they may, upon ma- 
ture Judgment and deliberate Choice, ' conſent to, 
and take: upon themſelves the Covenant of God in 
it. And do we anfwer them? Not by ſay- 
mg, there is no need, no uſe and benefit of fo do- 
ing; but by telling them, we do it in Confirmation. 
How you anſwer them I know not. Indeed, Dr. 
Calamy does inform us, that * Converſation with the 
Paſtor of each Chriftian Society, is expected before 
anyone's fr communicating, that Satisfaction may 
be given; that ſuch as come to partake of the holy 
Euchariſt, da underſtand the Nature of their Baptiſ- 
mai Obligation, and are willing to ſtand to it. But 
what is this to thoſe who dare not offer themſelves to 
the Sacrament, or are not admitted to it? And as to 
thoſe who are, is fuch a private Tranſaction, be- 
tween them, and their Miniſter, to be held enough? 
No, by no means; and Dr. Czlamy himſelf not 
only confeſſes, but contends, it is not enough. *Fhe 
publick Tranſaction of this Matter he thinks much 
more” eligible; and obſerves to that Purpoſe, that 
many Inftancer may be produced, where very near as 
much depends upon the Manner of doing a Thing, as 
on the Thing itſelf, and this be takes to be one. And 
if it moni not be (he fays) too great a Digreſſion, 
i could make it appear, that the Scripture favours 
fich a public Rerognition f the Baptifmai Pow, and 
that tis tigreeable 10 thei Practice of the Church in 
ſeveral fucreſſor Ages, And I ean't Help. further 


e Protflent Dine, p. 4j 
regal Pit concerning Vows, p. 29 


obſerving, 


N 
N 


CHURCHMEN and D188ENTERS, 63 
obſerving, by the bye, that he plainly approves 
Impoſition of Hands, joined with ſerions Prayers 10 
God for the ſtrengtbeuing and confirming Grace of bis 
Spirit, for thoſe who come to own their Baptiſmal 
Vow, openly, in the Face of a Chriſtian Congregation, 
and an authoritative Benediction on the Yart of the 
Miniſter, as God*s Officer. I will own to you, we 
are bound to perform the Baptiſmal Covenant, whe- 
ther we renew and take it ſolemnly upon ourſclves, 
or not. But, ſurely, you cannot think, 'that the 
open and ſolemn Renewal of it, before God and 
many Witneſſes, according to the manner of our 
Church, is a needleſs, or uſcleſs thing, and has no 
Fitneſs to awaken and engage Men to the better 
Performance of it. Let it be ſuppoſed, there are 
ſome who come to Confirmation more for Form and 
Cuſtom, than any thing elſe, and are neither better 
nor worſe for it, That is their own Fault; and 
they may come, upon no higher Principles and Mo- 
tives, to Baptiſm, or the Lord's Supper, and be juſt 
as much benefited by thoſe Ordinances. But, then, 
there are many others, who come to it and 
qualified as the Church would have them, and 
they ought to be. And are not theſe like to be 
better for it? Does not God gives his 2 
to them that aſk it? And if ever the Unction of the 
Holy Spirit can be expected, as the Return of Pray- 


er, ſurely it muſt be, when the chief Paſtor and his 
Flock aſſemble together on purpoſe to implore it, 
and when thoſe on whoſe behalf they implore it are 
lied to receive it, when, after a thorough In- 
ſtruction in the Nature of their Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and their Obligations to 3 — Part of — 
appear, upon mature Deliberation and 

Pbesce in the 1 of God, and the Face of 
fa Church, to own and renew, and are ſincerely re- 
lyed, with the Help of God's Grace, to perform 


it. 


* 
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it. And if you can ſhew, there is nothing in all 
this that is engaging, nothing that is like to bind and 
awe the Conſcience, nothing fit to make them more 
virtuous and religious, and to help them forward in 
the right Way that leads to everlaſting Life, I will 
never talk more of the Fitneſs of any thing for any 
thing, as long as I live. 

| Wee have, Sir, another powerful Means for the 
promoting of Virtue, and furtherance of Holineſs, 
which ſeems little minded in your Churches ; and 
that is Faſting. I don't mean faſting on rare and 
ſpecial Occaſions, on account of national Calamity, 
or Guilt; but faſting frequently, and in a regular 
Courſe, for mortifying the Body, and ſubduing or 
weakening the Principles of Sin, the Luſts that war 
in our Members. No body can doubt of this being 
a Duty. Perhaps, Nature itſelf teaches it; for we 
ſee it practiſed by ſome Heathens, as well as Jews 
and Chriſtians. On which account, we may the 
leſs wonder, if it be true, that there is not to be 
found, in the New Teſtament, any poſitive In- 
junction of it. I ſay, if it be true; becauſe the 
Words of our Lord concerning his Followers and 
Diſciples, when he ſhould be taken from them, 
and then ſhall they faſt, are underſtood by ſome in 
a preceptive Senſe. Let that be as it will; the Du- 
ty is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by his preſcribing Rules, 
and giving Cautions about it, and propoſing ever- 


laſting Rewards to the right Performance of it, as 
ou will find he does, Mat. ix. 16, 17, 18; and 


y the Practice of his immediate Diſciples, and par- 
ticularly St. Paul, who ſpeaks of his Faftings . 
and keeping under his Body, leſt, when be had 


preached to others, be himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away. 
By this Inſtance we may ſee, that the Diſcipline of 
Faſting is requiſite even for thoſe, for many of thoſe, 


to be fure it is, who are yet temperate in their 
| whole 


| 
q 
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whole. Courſe of Life. How much more, then, 
for others, who live in Pleaſure and Indulgence, in 
order to correct the Ranlcheſs, and redute tie Ræ- 
dundancy of their Spirits, whereby they are filled 
with worldly and carnal Affections, and 
yiolently on to many things which '4rown abem in 
Deſtruftion and Perdition? Therefore the Church 
rightly prays, Ve may have Grace to uſe ſuch Abſti- 


nence, that the Fleſh may be ſubdued to the Spirit. 


Nor does ſhe only pray for the Grace; but teaches 
the Duty in her Homilies, and in the Sermons and 
Exhortations of her Clergy; and has appointed 
proper Seaſans for the Exerciſe thereof, one ſolemn 
annual. Faſt, others at proper diftances, and one 
Day in. moſt Weeks of the Year as you may fee in 
the Rules and Tables prefixed to the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer, . _ . 5 

As to our Practice in the Matter of Faſting, be 
pleaſed to take notice, that is not the Subject of 
our preſent Enquiry or Debate. That, I will own 
to you, is not, generally, what it ought to be. I 
ſay generally, becauſe the devouteſt Members of 
our Church do yet make a Conſcience of this Duty, 
and exerciſe themſelves continually in the Practice 
of it. However, you ſee, Sir, here, the warchful 
Care of our, Church, that this important Duty be 
not overlooked or neglected. And, unleſs you can 
ſhew the like Care is taken of it among yow, con- 
feſs the Advantages you loſe by being divided from 
it, If I am not mightily deceived, you will be 
found to haye reformed in this, juſt as you have done 
in many other Inſtances; that 1s, thrown away the 
thing, out of diſlike to the falſe or nugatory manner 
in Which it was. obſerved in the Papacy. I don't 

member that any notice is taken of it in thoſe 


Forqularies which are regarded among you, as 
"contauung your Faith and CRE" nor have I yet 


met 
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met with any Sermons, or other Treatiſes of your 
Minifters,. ſhewing the Obligation, and preſſing the 
Practice of it upon their People 3 nor have I heard 
of its being practiſed even hy the ſtricteſt and 
devouteſt among you. If theſe things be otherwiſe 
than they appear to me, and I am really miſtaken, 
here, Sir, Jam, ready to retract my Miſtake, being 
owe this, as in att other things, to be ſet 
right... | 0 

I alfo humbly apprehend, that as theſe are pro- 
per means to promote Virtue and Holineſs, ſo Vir- 
tue and Holineſs are taught in a better Manner in 
our Church. As your Author obſerves, that 
different Parties of Chriſtians have their peculiar 
Ways in Preaching, and the preſent Conformiſts and 
Non-conformiſts have their different Manners, as well 
in compoſing, as delivering their Sermons, fo their 
different Manners are to be plainly ſeen in this, 
that the former preach up more the Duties, the 
latter more the Provileges of the Saints, holding 
in Contempt the preaching of Duties, under the 
low and degrading Character (as they, at leaff, 
mean it) of preaching up Morality, or = 
Works. Nobody doubts, but preaching the Pri 
vileges of Believers is, or may be, being properly 
-managed, very uſeful. Our very Catechiſm begins 
with teaching our Children their Privileges, as viſi- 
ble baptiſed Chriſtians ; and we may properly ſay 
of theſe two what our Lord faid <&ficerning the 
Tythe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cumming on the 
one hand, and Judgment, Mercy;-ahd Fuinb, on 
the other, Yeſe ougbt. ye to hav Wont, and not 10 


tave teft"the other unbue. However, og che bee, 


your · neglect of preaching the Dilſiei is more rbidem, 
as it is, in itſelf, more inexcuſable, and of *worſe 
Conſequence, than ours of preaching the Privileges 
of the Faithful. And what but à Conſciouſneſs act 


* 
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his Brethren's neglect of, and of their, or, at traſt, 
their People's averſeneſs to this fort of preaching, 
led Dr. Watts to attempt to explain, in two Volumes, 
of Sermons, many of the Duties of the Chriſtian 
Life, that refer to cur fellow Creatures, and to be- 
ſpeak a favourable Reception to them in ſuck 
Words as theſe? I hope no Man who loves the 
Goſpel of Chriſt will knit his Brows at the Title Page, 
or throw Diſgrace upon the Book with à contempt of 
dull Morality. If ſuch a Perſon would give himſelf. 
leave to peruſe theſe Sermons, perhaps be would meet 
with ſo much of Chriſt and the Goſpel in them, that 
he might learn to love his Saviour better than ever be 
did, and find how neceſſary moral Duties are to make 
his own Religion either Safe or Honourable, While 
we are ſaved (continues he) by Faith of the Blood and 
Righteouſneſs of the Son of God, we muſt remember 
alſo that tis ſuch a Faith as works by Love; for 
Faith without Works is dead and uſeleſs to all Pur 
poſes of Hope and Salvation. The Works which 
the Doctor recommends, and we deſire to be 
preached and inculcated, are not thoſe they make 
ſuch a ſtir with in the Church of Nome; not Pe- 
nances, Pilgrimages, endowing of Monaſteries, and 
enriching the Shrines of Saints; but the ſubſtantial 
good Works of Faith and Picty, Juſtice and 
Charity, of Temperance, Meekneſs, and Humility, 
and ſuch other as God has commanded us to 
walk in. And I am free to leave it to any un- 
prejudiced Man to judge, whether deſpiſing and 
neglecting, or being inſtant in the preachingof theſe 
truly good and eſſential Works of Religion, b- 
the more likely Way to advance Virtue and holy 
Living. 


2 Pcefaceto Vol. II. 


K 2 I would 


* 


are ſhut up from one Lord's Day to another, unleſs 
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'L would alſo further obſerve, that the Church 


has no Doctrines whereby ſhe deſtroys what ſhe has 


built, none whereby a holy Lite is either made un- 


neceſſary, or diſcouraged. She does not teach the 
abſurd and dangerous Doctrines (give me leave to 
call them) of abſolute . Election and Reprobation, 
with the Points hanging thereupon, , which were 
once the Shibboleth of your Party, and even now are 
taught, it1s fi 
Miniſters. I ſay nothing of the Antinomian Doc- 
trines. The rank Antinomianiſm of Dr. Cbriſp, 
which once greatly prevailed in the Churches, is 
now, I will iuppoie, generally decried. And yet, 
let me tell you, there is reaſon to fear, there are 
thoſe among you who have no Diſlike to his- Poſi- 
tions. And this, I cannot but ſuſpect, is one 
Reaſon that ſuch mighty Civilities ate ſhewn, ſuch 
Countenance and Encouragement given, by divers 
of your Miniſters, to a young, conceited, ſolifidian 
Enthuſiaſt, who has lately ſtarted up among us. 
It is well, Men do not always act according to their 
Principles, nor ſet their Practices by their Opi- 
#i0ns,. If they did, and the forementioned Do@rines 
were to ſpread, and generally prevail, there would 
be little Virtue, and few, goed Works in the 
World. 1 Kt ttt WY 
As it is not my Intention to exhauſt the Subject, 
and to count up a the Advantages we enjoy, and 
you loſe, by living out of Communion with the 
Church; ſo, IL. will put you in, mind of. only one 
more, and that is in regard to Devot ian, in the li- 
mited Senſe of the Word, as ut ſignifies. Prayer, 
particularly that which: is public.. In ow Church, 
we have better Proviſion, and more frequent Oppor- 
tunities afforded for it, than are to be had among 
vou. ls it not true, Sir, that your Meeting-houſes 


1c 


— by the greateſt Part of your 
a 


L 
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it be here and there one, where there happens to be. 
a Lecture on the Week Days? Whereas, in our. 
Church, public Prayers are ordered to be rtad every 
Day; and if, in ſmall Villages, Where Families live 
diſperſed, and there are few can afford tiſhè, : or 
haye inelination to attend them, cke thing is gene- 
rally impracticable, it is well known to be practiſect 
in all Cities, and moſt great Towns inahe Kingdom 3 
and, in Landon, you cannot but have heard, there 
are Opportunities for public Prayer, not only every 
Day, but every Hour of it. So that a Man, in the 
Hurry of great Buſineſs, if he can find half an 
Hour of leiſure Time, (as he eaſily may, one Part 
of the Day or other, if he be ſo minded, and hi 
Thoughts turn that way) may go into a Church 
and ſay his Prayers, whereby his Buſinefs may be 
ſanctified, and rendered more acceptable to God; 
and they who have more Leiſure may do it oftener. 
——— It has been the Wiſh of ſome pious Men, 
that there were Proteſtant Foundations, where Men 
or Women devoutly diſpoſed, and diſengaged from 
the World, (without entangling themſelves with 
any Vows) might live together in Society, and give 
themſelves up to the Service of God. I ſhall not 
trouble you with my Thoughts, whether ſuch Socje- 


ties he defirable 3 bur, really, I think they are not 


much wanted: For ſuch Perſons as have no attach- 


ment to the World, and are of devout Tempers, 


and would probably, embrace that ſort of Life, 


have it now in their Power to live in a way that will 


fully anſwer all the religious Ends and Purpoſes 
thereof, In moſt Cities and great Towns, and ef- 


pecially in London (as I faid before) they may hve 
as retired, and ſay their Prayers as often as they 
Pleaſe. In the midſt of the Crowd, they may be, as 
it they were in the Deſert, overlooking the World, 
and overlooked by it. They will not be confined 


there, 
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there, as in ſuch Societies, to one Set of Company, 
r ppen; but, 
chuſe wy may have only thoſe for their 
* and Familiars, who have the ſame ſpi- 
Guſt and Reliſh with themſelves, And they 


may, now and then, launch out into, and mix with 
the World, whenever a Proſpect opens, and Oppor- 
tunity offers, of doing Good in it. Here they may 
dedicate any Portion of their Time to holy Medi- 
tation, and private Prayer, and as much of it as 
— ſe to public. And there is ſcarce a Day in 
eek bn © they may hear the Word of God 
ed in one or other of our Churches, nor (in 
ome Pariſhes, if I miſtake not) any Lord's Day, or 
Holyday, 54 oy may receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment upon Here, td iy may ſay their Prayers 
without 4 ty, - often, (becauſe 
without Force and Compul fon) without Wearineſs, 
and may be Recluſes __ that Spleen, Melan- 
choly, Envy, Pride, and thoſe Bickcrings, Factions, 
and Contentions, which are well known to prevail 
in the Cloiſters, among the People who (in their 
way) have given themſelves to God. Are not theſe, 
Sir, very powerful Means towards the Advancement 
of Devotion? And, if you cannot fay you have any 
ſuch, which way can you avoid owning, the you 
great Advantages on our Side, unleſs it ſhou 
by undervaluing and making Devotion a thing of 
no account. | 
After the Church has taken ſuch good Care for 
the Faith, the Practice, and Devotion of its Mem- 
bers, it cannot but be a mighty Satisfaction to them, 
to ſee themſelves, too, on the ſafe Side, in regard 
to two things, the Charge of Schiſmn, and the Want 
of valid regul: 
Jeſt that goes about, and ſome People have taken 
mightily to it, That Schiſm is only a * 
care- 


ar Adminiſtrations. There is a ſtale 
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ingly ; if they do, I muſt take the Li 
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Scarecrow. A Jeſt—— which has rendered their 
Minds perfectly impenetrable by all the Reaſonings 
that can be , to ſhew them the Dan 
I hope your Miniſters never 


liz 


de oh 
they cannot be ſincere: For I have always ob 


that when any Part of their Congregations is grow- 


of it ſo t- 


ing mutinous, and ſeems in a 2 5 wo _— 


itfeff from the reſt, they never 
Ears the Sinfulneſs making a Schiſm in he 
Church, in order to deter them from their Pu - 


Though, by the way, I think they are a litt 


raſh in venturing the mention of Schiſm to — 
for that may put them in mind of the Schiſm of the 
whole Congregation from the Church of England, 
and of their Duty to return to it. Believe me, Sir, 
at leaſt believe the Scri „and the Voice of 


Catholic Antiquity, that the Charge of Schiſm, 
where it can fairly be fixed, is not to be ſlighted. 
The leaſt Suſpicion of it, a Man would think, hould 
not a little diſcompoſe a ſcrupulous, or a tender Con- 
ſcience, But how a Conſcience in either of thoſe 
States can digeſt a Schiſm which is ſo manifeſt and 
cauſeleſs, and, by conſequence, ſo unwarrantable 
as the preſent, is paſt my Skill to find out. 

I am awate, Sir, you are accuſtomed to call your 


Schiſtti'a peacrable Separation; and as the clapping 


a plauſible Name upon an ill thing has, in all Caſes, 


4 ſtrange Power to change; correct, and meliorate 
the Idea of it, of which I could ſoon give you 
twenty Inſtances; ſo, in the preſent Cafe, you can 
hardly conceive how a thing which you are uſed to 
call by ſo good, and fo /oft a Name, can be ſo very 
— A But I muſt own, Sir, my Inability to 

bend, with what Senſe or Conſiſtency thoſe 
Words ean be put together. The very Nature 
and Eſſente of the Subſtautive exeludes the Epiidet 


of it. 
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you join to it: And if I was writing to a 


= Kͤͥ ODER CO 


— — 22 
3 
15« 

— 


- this to be called a 
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perverſe 
Adverſary, as | am to a Friend,: ſhould be ready 


to call this ſame. peacegble Separation of yours, 2 
Piece af arrant Nonſenſe and Conttradiction. Eyery 


cauſeleſs tion, Sir, from the Church, is g 
Breach of that Peace and Unity that augbt to bs in 
ws and therefore, no ſuch Separation can be peace- 
able. Put the Caſe, that a Wife ſhould take a 
fancy to live by herſelf, in ſome private Part of. che 
Houſe, forſaking as well the Bed as the Board, af her 
Huſband ; and, by little Artifices and crafty Sug- 
geſtions, endeavour to engage the Children and Ser- 
vants of the Family in ſidings againſt him. Would 
you call this a peaceable Separation? I am very cer- 
tain you would ot. No, Sir; the Peace of that Fa- 


mily is broken, though there ſhould, be neither fight- 


ing nor ſcolding; but all the Decencies of well-bred 
Hatred or Indifferency ſhould be kept up. Or, if 
you think the Caſe of a Wife, ſeparating herſelf 
from her Huſband, after this manner, is not ſo like, 
I will put another. Suppoſe two or three of the 
Counties in Great-Britain or Ireland, ſhould take a 
Diſguſt at Monarchical Government, and, throwing 
off their Allzgiance to his Majeſty, go about to form 
themſelves into a Commonwealth : Wauld you allow 


I dare fay, than the former. You are too good à Sub- 
ject of the King to ſpeak or to hear any Body elſe, 


with Patience, ſpeak of it in that ſoft and tender 
manner; and would certainly pronounce it a &/- 


layal and rebellious Proceeding, though it were ever 


ſo much their deſire to do all without Tumult, wich 


— Profeſſions of Honour for the Perſon of his 
ajeſty, and of mighty Good will to the, reſt of 
their Fellow-ſubjefts, who thought fit to continue 
firm in their Allegiance to him. And if ibis Sepa- 
ration would not be peaceable and innocent, how Sir, 

can 


peaceable Separation? No more, 


ww e 


— — 


3 W een of vr = e NY 


YE © EE AA RL 


CturcyuMen and DIsSENTERS, 73 


can yours be? The Catholic Church is one outward 
and vifible Society, divinely inſtituted, and indeed 
the moſt admirable and glorious Society, that ever 
has been, or will be ſeen under Heaven; and (con- 
ſequently) whenever a Breath is made in the Unity 
thereof, when Diſſenſions ariſe in it, eſpecially, 
when they come to be conſummated in oppoſite 
Communions, the Peace of the Church is evidently 


loft, though that of the State, poſſibly, may be 


preſerved, and People may be kept from coming 
to Blows about it : Yet even that, you are not to be 
told, has ſometimes happened. | 

The Caſe is yet worſe, when. you leave the Com- 
munion (as I think you do) of your lawtul Biſhops 
and Prieſts, duly ordained to their Office, to put 
yourſelves under the Guidance and Adminiſtrations 
of others, not duly ordained to it. I pretend not 
to aſſert, that the Adminiſtrations of ſuch, where 
no other can be had, are of no Effect; but am 
firmly perſuaded that, in ſuch Cafes, Caſcs of real 
and unavoidable Neceſſity, God will confer upon 
Believers in a more compendivus Way, all the Be- 
nefits of his faving Sacraments. And the fame [ 
am willing to believe, in regard to thoſe who at- 
tend ſuch Adminiſtrations through invincible Igno- 


Matters, But, as I am ſure, the latter is far from 
being your Caſe, ſo you will not ſay, 1 preſume, 
the former is. And therefore you cannot depend, 
at leaſt, with ſo much Affurance as is r<quiſice for 
the Peace and Acquieſcence of your Mind, that ſuch 
Ordinances will be bleſſed to you. But, to ſer 
things at the loweſt, the Callings and Ordinations 
of your Miniſters, and, by conſcquence, their Ad- 
miniſtrations, are, moſt certainly, irregular. And 
an unneceſſary, whether it be a factious, or only a 


wanton Departure from Regularity, from the pri- 
L | 


mitive 


rance, and a natural Incapacity to judge of theſe 
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mitive Rule and Order eſtabliſhed in the Church, 
cannot, Turely, be pleaſing to God, How it is, Sir, 
with you I know not; but ſure I am, were I of 
a Church which I beheld thus lying, and chooſi 
to lie in theſe Irregularities and Defects, I ſhould 
have no Peace till I was out of it, though the god- 
lieſt People in the Nation, or thoſe who are reputed 
ſuch, were univerſally crowding into it. 

And now, Sir, 1 have gone through the ſpecial 
Obligations, which your Author ſuppoſes you are 
under, to a more eminent Holineſs of Life, with 
the peculiar Advantages you are pretended alſo to 
enjoy, and ſome of thoſe many, which, I humbl 
re we in the Communion of the Church 
do enjoy above you, in order to it. Which of theſe, 
upon the Compariſon, are the moſt folid Advan- 
tages, and of the moſt real Efficacy towards ren- 
dring Men holy, muſt be left to your ſerious Con- 
fideration, | | 

But I ſhall hardly be thought to have finiſhed 
the Taſk I undertook, without going a Step or two 
farther, without conſidering together the Lives of 
Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts, or, at leaſt, ſeeing 
what may be reaſonably ſaid in abatement of he 
Fa, which you ſeem ſo firmly to believe, and fo 


much to rejoice in, that the Members of Diſſenting 
Churches do 


Purity and Sanctity of Life; and then, in dif 

of the Concluſion you would draw from it, that 
your Way of Religion is, therefore, better, or that 
this Conſideration may juſtly prejudice, if not de- 
termine the Choice of any Perſon in its Favour, or 
make him, if he was bred up in it, quite eaſy in 
the Profeſſion of it. If there really be ſuch a re- 
markable Superiority on your Side, I doubt, you 
will be ſtill ready to ſuſpect, there muſt be, ſome- 
where or other, in your Churches, great Advan- 


tages 


o greatly excel the reſt of the Nation in 
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tages concerning the Things of Religion and God- 
lineſs, though you ſhould find yourſelf obliged to 
give up thoſe on which your Author has inſiſted, or 
to own thoſe in our Church which I have inſiſted 
on. If there be no Superiority at all, or but little, 
or not greater than may be accounted?for, by conſi- 
dering the particular Situation, and other Circum- 
ſtances of Diſſenters, there will be a Preſumption, 
that you have no Advantages above us. Let us 
then ſee how the Fa# ſtands. : 
When we were diſcourſing upon this Subject, 
you gave me, I think, a Hint; but, indeed, fo 
diſtant a one, that I did not then think myſelf 
obliged to take any notice of it, concerning the 
Lives of Miniſters, as well as the People, on both 
Sides: And, it may not, perhaps, be atniſs to enter, 
nom, a little, into ſome Conſiderations of that ſort. 
A ſtrict Compariſon between them is not the thing 
I intend. Any ſuch Compariſon would not only be 
odious, but of dangerous Conſequence, as it might 
lefſen the Credit of them both, and, by natural 
Conſequence, the Credit of Religion itſelf. It 
would be ſomething like comparing moral with poſi- 


tive Duries, the internal with the external Evidences 


of Revealed Religion ; the Advocates for one Side 
ſaying, inconſiderately, all they can to dif] 

the other, whilſt the Infidel, laughing in his Sleeve, 
greedily picks up all that is ſaid againſt both, to ſet 
them both at naught. You ſhall then ſee, I will 
not go about to raiſe the Characters of ours, by diſ- 
honouring and vilifying your Miniſters, nor follow 
the Example which ſome of them have ſet me, who 
have publiſhed to the World, that * @ very great 
many (ſome, it ſeems, would not do, nor 
many, nor @ great many, but it muſt be '@ very great 


* 
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mam ; which, one would think, can be meant for 
no fewer than a third or fourth Part of the Whole, 
ſo many, he ſays) have little to diſtinguiſh them from 
Teathens, or to. pes ſuade a Belief of aer, Chriſtianity ; 
nay, thar their Lives art worſe than thoſe of Pagans. 
ee the Character which this Gentle- 
man is pleaſed to give of them, which very pro- 
bably, ore time or other, will have the Honour to 
be found among the Gleanings of ſome Infidel Wri- 
ter; I will venture to ſay, they deſerve a very dif- 
ferent one, (nor do I mean or deſire the Diſſenting 
Miniſters ſhould be excluded from the Benefit of it) 
that they are, in general, the moſt irreproachable, 
#ncorrupt, and virtuous Part of the Nation. I ſup- 
pots you will fy, So they ought to be; and you 
ill ſay true. Nor ſhall fay falſe, when I ſay, So 
rey are: They are ſtill, Sir, let their Enviers and 


| Miliencrs ſay what they will, the Salt of the Earth; 


and though they have loſt ſomething of their pri- 
mitive Savour (as, in length of time, all things do) 
the World, if it were not for them, would quickly 
grow fo corrupt, there would be no enduring, or 

Rving in it. Take, Sir, if you pleaſe, any corpo- 
rate Body, Trade, Profeſſion, or Order of Men, 
of any Credit among us, and compare them with 
the Clergy, as to the general Courſe and Tenour 
of their Lives, and you will ſoon find, (though, I 
thank God, too, there are fome of exemplary 
Saunctity of Life; i in every Order and Profeſſion) yet, 
I y, you will ſoon find, upon ſuch a Compariſon, 
whit | now fay to be true. Or only dreſs up in 
your Imagination (which is a very good one] any 
one of thoſe Orders and Profſeſſlons, in the Cler:- 
cel Habit, put them on the Goton, and clap upon 
their Heads the broad-brim'd Beaver Hat, with 
the Roſe on it; then place them; ſome in Town: 
and ſome in the Country, ſo that they ſhall not be 


ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected to be other than real Clergymen, and let 
them purſue the ſame Courſe of Life they did be- 
fore; and, in a few Months, you will imagine you 
ſee eyery Mouth open againſt them, and hear every 
Place ring, and that in anather manner than the 


moſt infamous Places do now, with the Corruption 


and Degeneracy, the intolerable Indiſcretions and 


Vices of the Clergy, Thoſe that before lived in 
ſome Credit, as Laymen, will be zow little eſteem- 
ed, and paſs for worthleſs, if not ſcandalous Mini- 
fters. And thoſe who enjoyed, before their Clerical 
Appearance, great Wealth, or high Dignities, un- 
envied, will now hardly be thought deſerving a 
Country School, or Curacy. It is not pretended 
to be denied, but there are ſome, who really are of 
the Cloth, that are a Diſgrace to it. The Clergy 
are but Men, and, to be fure, come into theWorld 
with. the ſame original Corruption and Vitioſity that 
other Men do; and therefore it is no wonder, if 
they have, all, their Faults and Blemiſhes, their 
Frailties and Imperfections, and ſome are not free 
from greater Crimes and Scandals. It may be, you 
will ſay, we hear not ſo often of Scandals ariſing 
among the Diſſenting Miniſters, as among the 
Clergy. Would it be reaſonable to expect you 
ſhould? Is it likely, there ſhould be found as many 
among zen, as an hundred; among a hundred, as a 
thouſand, or among a thouſand, as ten thouſand 
Perions? In moſt Neighbourhoods, perhaps, there 
are ten, and in ſome, twice that Number of regular 
Clergymen, to one Diſſenting Miniſter. And if 
but one of that Number be found, not ſo blameleſs 


and irreproachable in his Life, as that ſingle Gen- 


tleman happens to be, we are preſently bid to take 
notice, how much better your Miniſters live, than 
curs. But it does not follow. If you would judge 
rightly in this Cafe, you muſt produce an equal 

ed bs Number 
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Number of each Sort; and for twenty regular 
Clergymen (ſuppoſe) all living together in the ſame 
Neighbourhood, all perfectly known to you, you 
muſt bring us twenty 1 Miniſters, though 
you ſhould fetch a Compaſs of forty Miles for them, 
to whom, excepting, perhaps, two or three, we are 
abſolute Strangers, of whoſe Lives we have ne- 
ver heard any Character, good or bad. Or if it 
happens that we have heard of ſome of them any ill 
thing, we have not, perhaps, the means to ſatisfy 


ourſelves whether the thing be true or falſe ; and 


ſo, it will, probably, paſs for an idle and uncertain 
Re And if we ſuppoſe, or though we know it 
to be true, yet as we know not their Perſons, and 
hardly, perhaps, their Names, it will make little 
Impreſſion on our Minds, and the Scandal of it will 
ſoon be forgotten. 

While we are conſidering the Lives of your Mi- 
niſters, it will be proper, as it is obvious, to ob- 
ſerve, that they are not ſo much expoſed to unde- 
ſerved Obloquy and Cenſure, as moſt of the Clergy 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church unavoidably are. For 
having no farther Concern with the Pockets of the 
People than they themſelves like, and are pleaſed 
to permit, they happily eſcape the moroſe or peevi 
Reflections of the Covetous or Knaviſh, which our 
Clergy, by the moſt reaſonable and conſcionable 
Demand of their legal Rights, often bring upon 
themſelves, If a Clergyman ever demands Small 
Dues, Avarice is preſently objected to him. It will 
be ſaid, 1t is beneath him to mind ſuch Things ; 
though, it may be, through the Sacrilege of for- 
mer Times, he has ſcarcely any thing elſe left him. 
If he finds himſelf obliged, at any time, to take the 
Remedy of Law, though it were in the eafteſt and 
cheapeſs Method the Law preſcribes, againſt fuch 
as withhold theſe Dues, or greater ones, the _ 
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of Contentiouſneſs is ſure to be added to the former. 
And if he is not content with thoſe poor Pittancea 
which the Conſciences of ſome of his Pariſhioners ' 
would ſerve them to pay him, or which they 
is all that is due to him, according to thoſe crude 
Notions of Law and Right which they frame out of 
their own Heads, he ſhall hardly eſcape the Impu- 
tation of being injurious and oppreſſive. This ia 
the hard Fate of moſt of our Clergy, eſpecially the 
Vicars; while your Miniſters not only live at Eaſe, 
and free from Vexation, upon voluntary Contribu- 
tions, but free alſo from thoſe unmerited Reflections 
and Reproaches, which will often fall upon thoſe of 
the Eſtabliſhment. And I have ſometimes been 
ready to think, that, if the Wiſdom of the Legiſ- 
lature could find out a Way to ſettle, on a ſolid 
Foundation, upon the poor Vicar, ſome equivalent 
and independent Revenue, in Lieu of theſe 
Matters, it would not only ſecure his Peace, but 
help him to ſupport and keep up his Credit and 
Eſteem, better than now he can do, among his 
Neighbours, and be (conſequently) a real Advance» 
ment to Religion. 

Then again, the Tempers and Conducts of your 
People and ours, in regard to the real Faults of Mi- 
niſters, are very different. Our People, knowing 
they do not depend altogether upon the Credit of 
their Guides, but have the Laws for the Support of 
the Church they are of, are apt to think there is no 
need of cloſe and ſubtle dealing; and therefore are 
obſerved to be undiſguiſed in all their Conduct, free 
and open (probably too much fo) in their Diſ- 
courſes and Cenſures of whatever they take to be 
amiſs in the Lives of their Miniſters. You ſhall 
hear them talk every Day of the Faults and Miſbe- 
haviours of this and that Clergyman, with as liitle 
Reſerve as they would of their beſt Qualities — 

| greatel 
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greateſt Virtues; while your People are obſerved 
to be wonderfully: ſecret in'theſe, as indeed; in all 
your Affairs. The arranteſt Goſſip and Tittle · tat- 
tle in the Congregatien ſhall carry it with all the 
Cloſeneſs and Secrecy of a Conſeſſor, in regard to 
the Fahugs of her Paſtor; and they are ſeldom 
publickly known, unleſs an open Rupture with his 
E or his Entertaining Thoughts of Conformity 
brings them out. And then indeed, what was be- 
fore /doken only in the Ear in Chiſers ail be pro- 
claimed upon the Houſe - tops. 
It fhbuld be conſidered too, that as their Faulrs 
and Failings are more carefully concealed, fo their 
Virtues and good Qualities are more induſtriouſly 
publiſhed. Such as lie under the Imputation of 
Hereſy, or have ſet themſelves at the Head of a 
Party divided from the Church, will never want 
Virtues and-Accompliſhments, IntelleBual, or Mo- 
ral. Tis now, for that, juſt as it was in the Days 
of Tertullian, Nu /quam facilius proſicitur quam in 
caſtris rebellium. Men's Characters improve ſtrange- 
ly, and take a wonderful Growth, in that Situation, 

and that, I doubt, is one Motive and Inducement 
to many to make choice of it. Thofe-who bear 
Religion no good Will, will be fure to be the 
Trumpeters of their Praiſes, becauſe they help ta 
confound it. And thoſe of their own Parcy are al- 
ways found forwarder and louder in commending 
and extolling them above their Merits and Deferv- 


ings, than ſuch as adhere to their Orthodox and rel. 


Mmiſters ever are to do them common Juſtice. 
You muſt have obſerved, this is the general Diſpo-· 
ſition of your L.ay-Pe6ple towards — — 
And your Miniſters themſelves ſeem aꝑreed toctakee . 
all Occaſions to magnify one another; ſome Aff 
trations of which ſort I think I can plamly ee, parts” 
cularlyin their Banca Semen almoſt * 
regard 


| 
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regard to the Dead, and ſometimes the Living. 
By fuch Methods as theſe they may have, — 


acquired a Reputation of Seriinels of Life, above 
our Clergy, among the weak and prejudiced, while 
more competent and impartial Judges fee- little or 
nothing they have, in that reſpect, to boaſt of; 
hardly, indeed, ſo much, as, when their Circum- 
ſtances, Situations, and Profeſſions are N 
it may ſeem reaſonable to expect. 

For there are, Sir, ſome Conſiderations of that 
fort which make us naturally look for, and think 
we may juſtly expect to find, a greater Sanctity of 
Manners among them, than the Conforming Cler- 
BY: Their very Non-conformity is founded upon 
an open Profeſſion of great Tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
which cannot bear the leaft Inſtance of * and 
ſtarts at any Appearance of Evil. And if, ander 
ſuch a Profeſſion, their Lives ſhould be found, in 
any Degree, diſorderly, they cannot be ignorant 
they ſhould be, deſervedly, hiſſed at, and efteem- 
ed ſome of the vileſt of Men. They muſt be alſo 
ſenſible, how much they depend, for their Main- 
tenance, upon the Thoughts their People 
have of them, and the favourable Opinion of thoſe 
in Power for their Toleration. Thus, not only 
the Reputation, but the very Being and Subſiſtence 
they have ſet themſelves at the Head 

| upon the Goodneſs of their Characters, 
as Men of Piety and Virtue. And theſe are ſtrong 
Obligations, if Reaſons of Conveniency and pre- 
ſent Intereſt may be called Obligations, to endea · 
vour to appear ſuch. I ſpeak not thus to inſinuate 
that they only appear ſuch. Many, doubtleſs, and 
I kige med of them, do ſtudy to be what they are 
to appear to be; tho' it is likely too, there 
may be ſome who only ſtudy Appearances. And, 
x hey have ſpecia! Vue o approve — 
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good Men, ſo they have fewer Temptations to be 
otherwiſe, not being expoſed to ſo many Influences 
prejudicial to the Virtue of Men, as the Clergy not 
only in ours, but in all national Churches whatever, 
unavoidably are. And if, notwithſtanding all this, 
our Clergy are much upon a footing with them 
in all manner of virtuous and holy Living, it is, in 
— Opinion, a juſt Matter of Commendation to 
them. 
By this time, Sir, I ſhould hope you might be 
pretty well ſatisfied, that the Lives of your Mini- 
ſters do nor excel, in point of Strictneſs and Re- 
gularity, thoſe of our Clergy, ſo, much as you 
ſeemed before to have thought: But it you are ſtill 
of Opinion that they do, I muſt, I think, leave 
you to enjoy it, there being no Way to extort it 
from you, but by canvaſſing and comparing the 
Lives and Characters of Particulars, which (not to 
| the Reaſons I before offered, why I-declined 
ſuch a Proceeding) would be as fooliſb to attempt, 
and as impeſſible do do, in any manner that ſhall 
be tolerably ſatisfactory, as it would be to deter- 
mine who are the faireſt, the bet fbaped, or 
bandſomeſt Men. One thing, however, I have to 
offer you, in Balance; and that is, that the Lives 
of our Clergy are. free from ſome Sorts of Guilt 
which, pardon me, Sir, lie heavy upon your Mi- 
niſters; I mean, the Guilt of their axcatbolic and 
ſchiſmatical Proceedings. Moſt People, when they 
hear of the good or the bad Lives of any, think 
of nothing elſe but their being chaſte and tempe- 
rate, juſt and boneſt in their Dealings, charitable 
to the Poor, or otherwiſe, and. diſcharging duell 
or ill the relative Duties of Life; whether they 
practiſe the Virtues, or are free. from the Vices 
of the interior and ſpiritual kind, they are not apt 
to conſider. But they never reſlect gy 
ve 
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behave as Members of the Chriſtian Society, the 
Church of God, and fulfil the Duties which they 
owe it. And yet this, ſurely, when we are ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſtians, ſhould always enter into. the 
Notion of good, or of bad living. In regard to 
theſe Matters, I mean thoſe of the laſt fort, your 
Miniſters, Sir, are notoriouſly peccant, throwing 
off the Authority of thoſe whom they ought to 
obey and ſubmit themſelves to, and acting in open 
Contempt of them, dividing themſelves cauſeleſly 
from a ſound Part of the Catholic Church which 
they belong to,and gathering to themſelves Churches 
out of it; by which means the Houſhoid of God 
is divided into innumerable Secs and Parties, to 
the great Diſhonour of Religion, the Scandal of 
Jews, Turks, and Heathens, the Sport of Infidels, 
unſettling the Weak, grieving the Minds of good 
Men, the Loſs of Truth and Peace, and the utter 
Extinction of Charity among us. What ſome 
People may think of a Procedure which draws 
after it a Train of ſuch Conſequences, I know not; 
but will venture to fay, all the Wit and Ingenuity 
in the Nation will never reconcile it with boly liu- 
ing. Sure I am, ſuch as bring into the Church 
ſtrange Doctrines, and cauſe Diviſions in it, are 
called by St. Paul, Carnal, 1 Cor. iii. 4. evil Work- 
ers, Phul. iii. 2. deceitful Workers, 2 Cor. xi. 13. 
and diſarderiy Walkers, in another Place, 2 Theff. ui. 
6. And why thoſe whoare called /o by an Apoltle, 
ſhould be by s called, ab ſolutely good Livers, | muſt 
needs on I am at a loſs to underſtand, and leave 
you, Sir, to conſider. And though I am far from 
preſuming to judge any in regard to his eternal State, 
yet, when I conſider with what Severity the fore- 
mentioned Diſorders ſtand cenſured, and how the 
Authors or the wilful Abettors of them are-ſtigma- 
tited in the Word of God, I cannot doubt but for 
thefe things be will bring them into Judgment. And, 
A 2 per- 
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perhaps, it may be found as hard to render an 
Account of theſe, as of ſame other Sins, which are 

ed greſſer, and more ſcandalous. A thing, 
Sir, which I heartily. wiſh you would lay ta heart, 
and reflect ſeriouſiy upan, 


Let us now, Sir, if you pleaſe, go on to conſider 
the Lives of the common Profeſſors on both Sides. 
Upon this Head, though you always ſpeak inTerms 
of great Moderation, others triumph over us with- 
out Mercy ; but with little Reaſon, as, I hope, will 


* 


plainly appear, when all fitting Allowances and De- 
ductians have been made. 1 of 
I muſt therefore proteſt againſt owning ſome for 
Members of the Church of England, who now, (Lam 
afraid) paſs with you for ſuch ; Scepticks, Infidels, 
Libertines, and Rakes, Sharpers, Bullics, and blat- 
phemous Gameſters, and a great Part of the Beats 
Monde, who never go to Church (if ever they do 
) with the leaſt Thought or Intention to ferve 
„or to profit by the Inſtructions they recerve 
there, and will go as readily to a Meeting, when- 
ever they, have the ſame Reaſons for going thither. 
I muſt alſo be bold to exclude many of your Tip- tep 
People, who are too high and great to mind 
Religion, or to care what becomes of it. All 
(I. ſuppoſe) are called aurs, becauſe they are not 
yours; and they may be as well called yawrs, be- 
cauſe they are not ours. ; bas t ue. 4% 
There is one thing, I imagine, which helps a 
good deal to make ſuch diforderly-Peaple:paſs, in 
common Eſtimation, rather for aura than yours; and 
that is, their being more frequently and inſtantly 
applied tq, admoniſhed, aucl reptoyvod, in order to 
reclaim, them, by the Clergy; than by Diſſenting 


Miniſters., When there are any Perſans; af de- 
bauched Principles, or of looſe Morals in a — 
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and who behave themſelves notoriouſly and ſcanda- 
louſly there, it is expected by all, that the Pariſn 
Miniſter ſhould, and he thinks himfelf bound to 
deal with them, to ſhew them their Error, or their 
Sin. He conſiders every Man in his Pariſh, Tet him 
be what he will, whether Libertine or Infidel, whe- 
ther Papiſt or Proteſtant Diſſenter, nay, though he 
were a Jew, Mahometan, or Heathen, as one of 
the Souls committed to his Care at his Inſtitution, 
and thinks himſelf obliged, as he really is, ex offic:o, 
to inſtruct and admoniſh him, as he has Opportn- 
nity, and make ſuch paſtoral Applications to him, 


as his Caſe requires. But no body looks for this 


from the Diſſenting Miniſter in the Place, nor does 
he think himſelf concerned, as indeed he is not, 
(otherwiſe, I mean, than in the way of brotherly 
Admonition and Reproof, ſuch as one Chriſtian 
Neighbour owes another) with any, beſides thoſe 
who own him for their Paſtor, and profeſs them- 
ſelves willing to walk with him in Chriftian Ordi- 
nances. Hence (as I ſaid) it comes to paſs, that 
this fort of Men are commonly thought to have 
ſome Relation to the Church more than to the 
Meeting; though, in truth and reality, they are 
related ro both alike, that is, indeed, to neither. 
Perhaps it will be faid, they call themſelves Church- 
men, and talk for the Church. Not all of them, 
I preſume. Some of them do not pretend to be of 
our Church, and talk always againſt it, whilft others 
are of your Churches, and always talk for them. 
For there are, Sir, Diſſenting Infidels, as well as 
Libertines, to my Knowledge. And it is remark- 
able, that the whole Tribe of Infidels have a parti- 
cular-Spite at the Church and Clergy, while you are 
met} with them. They do our Clergy the greateſt 
Honour by always railing at them, while they 4% - 
nour your Mimiters with their Panegywes. What 
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are their Motives to this different Treatment of yow 


and us, it, ſurely, concerns you, Sir, and may be 
worth your while to enquire. 

But what, if after all, every one of theſe ſhould be 
Plealcd to call themſelves Churchmen ?—Suppoſe, I 


-thould have a Fancy to call myſelf a Patient of Sir 


Hans's, and pique my\-lf for having ſo great a Man 


for my Phyſician, while, perhaps, I never conſulted 


him in all my Life, or, if I did, would never take 
the Medicines he ordered, nor follow the Methods 
he preſcribed. Am I therefore his Patient? And is 


the Doctor to anſwer for all the Infirmities and Di- 


ſtempers I have about me, or his Skill in Phyſic to 
be queſtioned, on account of my ill Health? I hope 
not. do, if a profligate immoral Wretch, who 


takes effeftual Care not to be the better for the 
Church, by ſeldom or never coming at it; or, 
when he happens to be there, not minding, but 


rather diſdaining and caſting behind him all the 
Inſtructions that are given him, ſhall, nevertheleſs, 
take it into his Head, for ſome fooliſh Reaſon he 
may have to himſelf, to call hirnſelf a Churchman, 
Is he therefore a Churchman? And is the Church 
accountable for all the Crimes and Diſorders of his 
Life? I defire to know the Reaſon why.—In a 
word, none ſhould be eſteemed Members of the 
Church, nor the Church accountable for any, but 
fuch as own its Authority, ſubmit to its Orders and 
Rules of Diſcipline, and frequent irs Worſhip, 
And when all the reſt have been thrown out, and 
ſome reaſonable, but very ſmall Allowances have 
been made for theſe, the. Compariſon, I verily be- 
lieve, will end not at all to our Diſadvantage. 

lt is a thing confeſſed, and by * your Author, 
Sir, among others; and none, I think, will have 
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the Face to deny it, (unleſs, perchance, it were 
ſome fiery Papiſt, ſuch as Bellarmine, who ſays, 1 
the Catholic Church there are ſome bad Men, but, 
among the Heretics, not ane good, uo, not one), I ſay 
it is owned, and cannot be denied, that there ares 
in the Church of England, many holy Sculs, who are 
of the firſk Rank in the School of Chriſt, Men who 
walk humbly with Ged in all the known Duties of the 
Chriſtian State, who are dear to him, and whoſe 
Names have an hanourable Place in the Book of Life. 
And give me leave to obſerve, that theſe, for the 
generality, are the ſtricteſt and moſt zealous Mem- 
bers.of the Church, not who talk moſt for it, and 
cry it up moſt, but who reverence it moſt, and live 
in the greateſt Subjection to it. Which is juſt the 
reverſe of what we ſee in the Church of Rome, 
where the belt and holieſt Men are obſerved to be 
commonly ſuch, as have the leaſt regard for the 
peculiar Doctrines and Practices of their Church, 
and are indeed but half Catholics. A pretty good 
Argument in my Opinion, that the Doctrine ot that 
Church is #»boly, that of our Church holy, ſuch as, 
far from undermining and deſtroying (as your Au- 
thor injuriouſly pretends) does really further and 
promote all manner of Holineſs of Lite. 

It is not to be thought, that the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
though in its utmoſt Purity, will make all, who 
profeſs to receive and embrace it, good Chriſtians; 
nor is it pretended, that all the Members of our 
Church are ſuch; it is too evident there are, among 
us many national Chriſtians, as there are alſo among 
you. And if it prove true, that there are not quite 
ſo many even in proportion, we ſhall not wonder at 
that, if we do but conſider the different Circum- 
22 you and we are under. Thoſe who have ao 
Religion, but nevertheleſs, for their Credit's fake 
among their Neighbours, or other Reaſons of the 
Aike tort, are obliged to profeſs ſome, will fall, on 
— courſe, 
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courſe; into the eſtabli , untefs they ate 
determined, which indeed often happens, by ſome: 

tews and Interefts, to go mother Way, 
and join therſeives to ſome Party of Diſſenters: 
Not becauſe the Doctrine or Diſcipline of the Church 
is more indulgent, or better fuited to the Conſciences 
and Lives of theſe Men, but becauſe it is the Reli- 
gion by Law +ftabliſhed, the public and national, the 
moſt general, and therefore eſteemed the moſt faſbi- 
onable-Religion. Such fort of Men always: to 
be in the mot and beſt Company: They love the 
beaten, the high Road, whether it be of Truth or 
Error, and world have bites Pre or Inde- 
(or, per any thing elſe) if their Re- 
— 2 — Eſtabliſhment as ours, 
ah as much followed. 

Let us, if you pleaſe, ſuppoſe the Church and 
Monarchy, # ws the great Rebellion and Uſur- 
pation, had never been — and your Preſby- 
terians or con tional Men (for I know not 
well, Sir, which of thoſe Names you lite beſt to 
be called by, but take which of them you pleaſe } 
pat the caſe, I fay, that either of theſe had conti- 
nued in Poſſeſſion of the Churches and ic Re- 
venues, and either of their Syſtems had been the 
Religion of the Magiſtrate, and the legal Eſtabliſn- 
ment to this Day: this caſe, we (I dare ſay) he 
Epiſcopal Party of the Church of England, if we 
had not been quite rooted out, as nor” fif ts be to- 
erated, (which indeed is moſt like] 222 — 
with ul your foppoſed -Ufnevteger and Obie 

your ant and anions, 
wool! have been 2s much below us in Snitneſs and 
Holinefs of Life, as we now are, or are 
be, below you.” I am ready to think it is 2A the 
Chriſtian World over.—The inferior tolerated Secta 
ir other Countries did not, generally, * 
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they did here, under Pretences of greater Purity of 
Life, but only of greater Purity of Doctrine and 
yet, the Followers of theſe, I guebs, will be 
for the moſt part, to walk more orderly, than th 


of the eſtabliihed Religion of the Country. The 


public eftabliſhed national Religion, whatever it be, 
molt abounds with mere zominal Proſeſſors; and, in 
the Nature of Things, it cannot well be otherwiſe 2 
For thoſe who are void of Religion, and (as we fay} 
have it to chooſe, will naturally chooſe (as I faid be- 
fore) that which is «ppermeſt, which the great Peo- 
ple generally profeſs, and they can therefore profeſs 
with more Credit, Security, and Advantage. 

I know it has been ſuggeſted, that the Church of 
Scotland is an tion to this; nor will I 
to be Scotſman enough to ſpeak deciſively to the 
Point. This, however, is certain, that the Epiſ- 

capal Men would not yield to the other in point of 
Regularity and Strictneſs of Life, and ſome of their 
eminent Writers have pretended, they were ſupe- 
rior to *cm, in thoſe Ref; And indeed, ac- 
cording to all the Information I have received, 
there is, among the Epiſcopal Party, if not fo 
much of the form, yet not leſs of the 
Godlineſs, and if leſs Enthuſiaſm, yet quite as 
much of real and ſubſtantial Religion, as there is 
among the Preſbyterians of that Nation. Exthu/iaſm, 
Sir, which the — (they ſay) both Miniſters and 
peculiar Turn and Diſpoſition to, 
poſſriſed with, is a glo- 
rious thing: The Glar= of it dazzles the Eyes of 
the Weak and Ignorant: It paſles with — for 
Caucticy of Life, or an infallible Mark of it; when 
it neither ig hat, nor, perhaps, is accompanied with 
it. However, conlidering ia ive moſt favourable 
light thoſe Appearances of Zeal and Devotion, and 
wuppoking there 5s, _— them, as much real Reli- 
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go A Letter concerning the Lives of 
gion and genuine Piety, as there may ſeem to any 
one to be, we ought to remember, that it was but 
Yeſterday, in Compariſon, that they were Hoiſted up 
into an Eſtabliſhment, and the Epiſcopalians broughs 
under them: And we may ſuppoſe, the Spirit of 
an Eſtabliſhment, and that of an inferior diſcou- 
raged Set, is not yet quite worn out of either, as, 
nce, in a little longer Tract of Time, may be 
the Caſe of both of them. 

And now, Sir, give me leave to conſider the 
Lives of Diſſenters, which I promiſe you to do with 
all the Tenderneſs and Reſerve that the Nature of 
my Deſign will permit. I can bear you record, that 
there are many like yourſelf, who are in earneſt in 
Religion; and moſt of you, perhaps, have a Zeal 
for it, of one ſort or other. I don't wonder at it; 
for few, beſides ſuch (as I intimated before) care to 
be of an underling Sect, and theſe, eſpecially if they 
are Perſons of ſome particular Compiexions, run na- 
turally into it; and the more, if it be, or rather has 
lately been, in any degree, oppreſſed. This, indeed, 
is not quice your Caſe, now, in this Nation: You 
are upon a footing with the reſt of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, as to all worldly Advantages that I can 
think of, except your being excluded (/ far as the 
Laus can exclude you) from public Truits and Em- 
.ployments, (of which I have ſpoken already) and 
the Charge ſome of you are at to maintain your own 

Miniſters ; which, however, is but a 'Frifle, and 
thade up to you abundantly by the mighty Advan- 
tages you reap from your firm, and almoſt invialable 
"| Mtachment to all the Secular Intereits of each other: 
Nor this, Sir, is obſerved of you all, but of the 
Quakers above all others. A great Part of you, 
however molt of the elder fort, it they are not them- 
ſelves under any Oppreſſion, are yet the Children of 
thoſe who did undergo, it is true, ſome Inconve- 
niencics 
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nieneies on a religious Account. And therefore, 
conſidering the many Leſſons of Piety they are pre- 
ſumed to have had from their zealous Parents, may 
be juſtly expected to excel the Bulk and Generality 
of Churchmen, in the Goodneſs and Holineſs of 
their Lives. 

We ſhould alſo conſider, what Order of Men 
the main Body of Diſſenters are compoſed of. Now, 
they are moſtly found in Cities, and great Towns, 
among the trading Part of the People, not by rea- 
ſon (as, I think, Mr, Peirce has ſomewhere ſug- 
geſted ) theſe, generally, are a more ſenſible Sort 
of People than thoſe in the Villages, and capable 
of forming truer Notions of Religion, but becaufe 
their Miniſters have, for the moſt Part, taken Care 
to have their Reſidence, and to open their Churches, 
in thoſe populous Places, where a greater Harveſt 
might be reaſonably expected. And theſe, being 
chiefly of the middle Ranks of Men, having nei- 
ther Poverty nor Riches, are freer, as from the 
Temptations, ſo from the Vices and Carru 
which uſually attend thoſe two Conditions. It is 
now a common Obſervation, that what little Reli- 
gion there is among us is in the Middle Region, 
not among the Great and Honourable, Perſons of 
Birth, _ and great Eſtate, nor yet 
among the miſerable Poor, bf among thoſe who, 
by Care and Induſtry, fupport themſelves in a rea- 
ſonable Degree of Plenty. And as it ha 
{through the Cauſe before-mentioned) that the Diſ- 
ſenters are chiefly of this Sort, ſo it would be a 
Wonder if did not excel Churchmen, (who 
are as well of the higheſt and the loweſt, as of the 
middle Claſs of Men) in their Regards to Reji- 
gion, and the Regularity of their Lives and Con- 
verſations. And yet, after all, (excluding thoſe 
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whom I before excluded) the difference is not, at 
preſent, very great, hardly any, fo far as my Ob- 
ſervation gots. And, whoever lives to ſee it, will 
probably find all Diſtinction between Churchmen 
and Diffenters, from their Lives, abſolutely loſt in 
another Generation, ur l: ſs Perſecution and Tribula- 
tion, which you plainly want as well as' we, ſhould 
ariſe, to ſtir up and re-kindle the Sparks of practical 
Religion and Goodneſs, which are ready to die away, 
both among you and us. The preſent State of Dil- 
ſenters, I rather chuſe to ſet forth in the Words of 
vour Author, than in my wn, as they muy be more 
acceptable to you, and leſs liable ro any Charge or 
Suſpicion of undue Repreſentation or Aggravation. 
He plainly intimates, Jou have laid aſide ſome pe- 
euliar laudable Practices of your Anceſtors, the ancient 
 Non-conformiſts, «:hereky they had gained an honour- 
able Charater, and great Reputation in the Neticn ; 
that you, like others, too much indulge yourſelves in, 
and give a looſe to the gayer Vanities, end all the 
perilens, if not unlawful Diverſions of the Age; that 
your affett, like your Neighbours, all the Luxuries of 
Life, in your Dreſs and Furniture, Food, Equipage, 
and Attendance ,, whereby infamous Bankruptcies are 
become frequent among you, and hardly reckoned any 
Crime; and that, as io keeping regular Hours fer 
the various Duties to God and Man, abſtaining frem 
vain Company, from Taverns, and public Houſes, and 
much Wine, preſerving better Order in Families, and 
maintaining the daily Worſhip of God there, there 
has been for the laſt threeſcore or four ſcore Years, as 
great, of greater Degeneracy, in propertion, reigning 
end viſible among you, than among your conforming 
* Neighbours. 'T hele things, it is true, are delivered 
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here and there, moſtly in the form off Qutriat put 
to your Conſciences. But Hhoever underſtands the 
Force of Language, as this Gentleman does, (no 
body better, to be ſure) mutt know, that Queries 
ſo put, are as ſtrong, as plain and N A- 
ſertions. 

It is poſſihle, Sir, ſuch Circumſtances and Conſi- 
derations as the foregoing, might not be actually 
preſent to your Thoughts, before I had ſuggeſted 
them: But you have Diſcernment and Penetration 
enough to enter eaſily and thoroughly into them, 
which, I doubt, the greateſt Part of Diflencers 
cannot do: They are ulcd to look only on the Sur- 
face of Things; and becauſe they ſee moſt of their 
Way keep the Lord's Day in a ſeverer (L was going 
to ſay a more Judaical) manner, than many of thoſe 
who go to the Churches do, they preſently corclude 
their Lives are better in the whole; and- hence are 
eaſily led to think of their Religion more highly 
than they ought to think. Iwill therefore ſuppoſe, 
for Argument's fake, that they do live better Lives 
than we, as much better as yeu pleate ;; and ſce 
whether any Concluſion can fairly be drawn. from 

thence, in favour of your Churches. | 

| I muſt fay, if this Principle, The better Lifeael- 
ways the better Religion, be true, it is a moſt uſeſul 
one; not leſs uſeful than the Doctrine of . implicite 
Faith among the Papiits : For as that Doctrine, 
thoroughly imbibed, faves hem abundance of T rou- 
ble, in examining the ſeveral Doctrines of Religion, 
ſo is will ſave us as much, in trying the Merits 
of the ſeveral Parties in Religion, in order t deter- 
mine ourſelves which of them to be of. If. it be 
true, what have we (Fools ]] been doing, one Party 
of Chriſtians againſt another, for ſv many Centurics 
of Years? Some of us have been diſputirg, and 
writing Books of Controverſy, and the whole World 
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will hardly contain them. We have been proving, 
each of us, from Scripture, Reafon, Antiquity, and 
I know not what Topics befides, that our own 
Religion is the beſt; and we are now (for what I 
can ſee) no nearer an end of theſe Controverſies 
than at the beginning. Others have been as much 
employed in reading the Books that have been writ- 
ten, and ſcrutinizing the Religions that have been 
offered to them, have gone from Sect to Sect, in 
order to prove all things, but have never been able 
to hold fn any thing, to fix and ſettle all their 
Lives long; or if they have ſettled, it has often 
been in the moſt wrong Way they could have taken : 
Whereas, here is a ſhort and compendious Way we 
have at laſt hit upon, to be preſently and certainly 
in the right. We need only lie by a while, watch- 
ing the Lives and Manners of the ſeveral Churches 
or Sects in Religion, to ſee which are beft, and then 
chooſe our Religion accordingly. 

This Way to find out the true Church and Re- 
ligion is ſo eaſy and convenient, that, methinks, 
one is ſtrangely prejudiced in its Favour, and can- 
not help wiſhing it were the right and ſafe Way to 
bring us to it. But alas! Sir, alas! we cannot 
our Eyes, without ſeeing it is wrong, and will mi/- 
lead us: For do you not ſee, all about you, how 
mar little the Lives of Men correſpond and agree with 
\-v% their Religion; that ſome live better, who have a 
i worſe Religion, and ſome again worſe, who have a 
better ? Are not the Lives of Quakers (for example) 
in your own Opinion, as innocent and inoffenbive, 
and every Way as good as thoſe of other Diſſenters, 
1 * of 4 Denomination ? 

u don't think their Religion ſo good by a 
Shes Gent: I ſuppoſe, you think them better 
than thoſe of Churchmen: But do you hold their 
Religion to be better, and to come nearer true and 


genuine 
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genuine Chriſtianity ? I queſtion that very much; 
nay, I am pretty confident of the contrary, and that, 
were you to quit your own Religion, or could you 
have no Opportunity for the Exerciſe of it, and muft 
be either Churchman or Quaker, you would certain- 
ly chooſe, without the leaſt Scruple, or one Mo- 
ment's heſitating, to be the Churchman. Ir is 
commonly faid, that the Lives of Proteſtants are by 
no means anſwerable to the Power and Purity of 
their Principles, and thoſe who know the World 
have thought, they are but little, if any thing, bet- 
ter, (taking them all together) than thoſe of Pa- 
piſts. Nay, in the very Infancy of the Reform- 
ation, ſome of the Retormers did not ſcruple to 
pronounce and deſcribe them worſe: Though I 
own too, the Complaints of pious and zealous Men 
of the Wickedneſs of thoſe under their Charge, in 
order to reform them, are not always hiſtorically juſt, 
but rather declamatory aggravated Delcriptions, not 
to be interpreted too ſtrictly. Their Time and Zeal 
for many Years, were wholly employed in reform- 
ing the Dactrines of the Church, and they were not 
at leiſure to mind the Diſcipline thereof, and the 
Manners of the People. And therefore, I imagine, 
they were, then, — perhaps have been ever fince, 
pretty much like thoſe of their Popiſh Neighbours. 
And yet, we are all agreed, there is a vaſt Differ- 
ence, in Point of Purity and Goodneſs, between the 
Religion of Papiſts and of Proteſtants, even that of 
the Church of Exgland, as much Malevolence as 
ſame of you have againſt it. And if, from Sefs 
and Societies of Chriſtians, we ſhould come to par- 
. ticular Perſons, (and why ſhquid we not?) ſome we 
ſhall find, within the Pale of the ſame Church, 
taught and believing the /ame Dottrines, and par- 


taking of the ſame Ordinances, excellently and 


holy Men, while others are void of all Holinef, 
e and, 
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and, ——— * — —— profane. In a word, 
were we to chuſe our Religion by examining, not 
the Doctrines and Practices 2 but the Lives 
of its Profeſſors, we ſhould be ſoon in a Maze, and 
in danger of falling into the groſſeſt Errors. And, 
truly, I don't know but a leſs ſtedfaſt and ſincere 
Chriſtian than yourſelf might be in ſome danger of 
loſing his very Chriſtianity. 

For yourſelf, Sir, I am fatisfi-d you are a Chri- 
ſtian upon thorough Conviction, and that nothing 
can move you from the Faith of the Goſpel, and 
your bleſſed Hope in the Lord Jes. But ſuppoſe 
you were not ſo good a Chriſtian as you are, ſup- 
poſe you were hanging in a State of Suſpence, or 
of Neutrality and Indifference about Rel gion, and 
had your own yet to feek, God above knows, 
whither this Principle, if your Mind were tho- 
roughly poſſeſſed with it, might carry you. If 
you had lived in India in the Days of the old Gym- 
nojophifts, or in Gaul and Britain in the Days of 
our Druias, you might have been eaſily drawn in 
to their Supcrititions and Idolatries, by your Ad - 
miration of their Lives, and their continual Con- 
templation of Divine Things. If you were now 
in Chine or Fapan, the Continence and Sobriety 
of the Bonzes might induce you to entertain a good 
Opinion of their God Fo; or if in Siam, the more 
exemplary Lives of the Talapoins there, their per- 

ual Silence, retraining from public Spectacles 
and Diverſions, Watchings and Faitings, with other 
Rigours and Auſterities practiſed upon their Bodies, 
their Temperance and. Chaſtity, their Contempt 
of the World, and their continual preaching from 
Morning to Night, would probably convince you 
the true Religion was with hem, and make you 
a devout Worſhipper of Sammonolbodom. But, if 
cheſe Suppoſitions are too odious, I will ſuppoſe 

you 
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you 2a Chriſtian of the Apoſtles Days; and then; 
in all probability, you would have ſidec with 
thoſe HO forbad to , and - commandell 10 
abſtain from Meats, and thought the Apoſt les 
themſclves took and gave more Liberty than they 
ought, and walked too much according to the 
Fleſh, If you had been a Chriftian of the primi- 
tive Times, it is ten to one but you would have 
renounced the Communion of the Catholic Church 
and been a Montanift, an Encratite, a Priſcil. 
Kaniſt, or one of thoſe other Hereticks, who in- 
ſulted the Church for its Want of Diſcipſme, and 
the Members of it for their want of Scritnefs 
and Purity of Life, and, to ſay Truth, did really 
outdo. them, in Strictneſſes of all ſorts, more than 
any of you can pretend to outdo us of the Church 
of England. And truly, Sir, I have ſomewhat 
wondered that, conſidering the Road of Think- 
ing you are in, you have not yet gone over to 
ſome other Sect, that is more refined and ſpiritual 
than your own. Pardon me, Sir, if I ſpeak freely 
to you upon this Occaſion : I am ſomewhat. jea- 
lous over you, leſt, as you think the Truth and 
Goodneſs of any Religion is to be eſtimated by the 
Goodneſs. and Spirituality of its Profeſſors, you 
ſhould be inclined to leave your preſent Way, 
and to embrace the Methodiſm of Mr. Whitfeld, 
which I think worſe: For he and his Aſſociates 
do certainly preach up, and pretend to practiſe, 
greater Spiritualities and Abſtraftions from the 
World, hit thoſe of your Way 'do. Perhaps, 
you may think thoſe extfaordinary things which 
they pretend to, ſuch as wholly abſtaining from 
indifferent things as unlawful, renouncing the corn · 
mon Enjeyments of the World, the irrational Li- 
beralities to the Poor, which they fo much cry up, 
and leaving their Stations in the World to follow, 
. O every 
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every where, the Preachers of theſe high-ſtrained 
Doctrines, are no Parts of Chriſtian Holineſs. I 
readily grant you they are not: But then, you may 
pleaſe to conſider, whether ſome things, whereby 
your People have gained the Character of extraor- 
dinary Sanctity above their Neighbours, and par- 
ticularly, that over-rigorous and preciſe Way of 
keeping the Lord's Day, which many of you affect, 
be any Parts of the Holineſs of a Chriſtian, or only 
the Guiſes and Semblances thereof, And I ſhould 
think you might as eaſily miſtake ſome of his 
Inftances of Over-righteouſneſs, for real Holineſs, as 
that I have juſt now mentioned. And indeed, this 
is certain, that thoſe who meaſure the Goodneſs of 
all Religions by the Goodneſs of thoſe who pro- 
feſs them, are always exceedingly apt to miſ- 
take ſuch things for Chriſtian Holineſs, and have 
commonly done it. And that Miſtake has been 

the Occaſion of many a Schiſm in the Church. 
This was one of the Cauſes (as I intimated in the 
beginning of my Letter) of the great Increaſe and 
multiplying of Sects, when the Church of England 
was removed, in the Days of our Forefathers. 
And ſome of your Writers, particularly. old Mr. 
Baxter, whom I mention, becauſe I know you 
have a great Regard for his Judgment and Autho- 
rity, as well as Reverence for his Memory, faw 
this, and endeavoured to guard People againſt 
it. Though, by the way too, you will allow me 
to ſay, no body, in the Days of Prelacy, ſtrove 
more than he, or contributed more to draw them 
away from the Church, by declaiming againſt the 
Loofeneſs and Diſſoluteneſs of its Members, and 
magnifying the Godlineſs of the Sectaries. How- 
ever, afterwards, when he found this way of think- 
ing and talking turned againſt himſelf and wy a 
J 
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Party, to make further Diviſions and Subdivifions 
from it, he quickly came into more reaſonable 
and ſober Sentiments. Then he ſet up for curing 
the Diviſions of the Church: And one of the Cures 
he * preſcribes is, to tate heed, left you be tempted 
to rejeft a good Cauſe, becauſe it is owned by ſome 
bad Perſons ; or to like à bad Cauſe, when it is 
owned by Men that are otherwiſe good ; and that you 
judge not of the Faith and Cauſe by the Perſons, 
when you ſhould judge of the Perſons ratber by the 
Faith and Cauſe. He does not diſpute, but that 
great numbers of the beſt fort of Men may be, and 
frequently are, in great Errors: For it often falls out 
(ſays he) that honeſt People are lite ſtraying Sheep ; 
if one leaps over the Hedge, the reſt ſtrive to follow. 
And, an the other fide, the worſt ſort of Men often 
Bold faſt the Truth. And he ſhews, from the 
common Workings of human Nature, how it 
comes to be ſo. Some ſtand up for the Truth, be- 
cauſe it is the Religion of their King and Country. 
Some make it a Point of Honour (a miſtaken Point 
of Honour, I confeſs) not to depart from it, becauſe 
it was the Religion of their Forefathers, and what 
they had the good Luck to be brought up in. 
Some again ſtick to it for the Peace and Quiet of 
their Conſciences, which, though none of the beſt, 


cannot, perhaps, brook an Oppoſition to, or De- 
| rom. when it is known and manifeſt. 


Others defend ir, as it gives them an Opportunity 
to diſplay their Wit and Learning. And there are 
thoſe, doubtlefs, who defend it, that they may 
have it to throw in the Teeth of thoſe, to diſgrace 
and' lefſen them, who, otherwiſe, are better Men 
than themſelves, but happen in that Point, to be 
erroneous. —See, Sir, how many Reaſons there are 


Cure of Church Diviftons, . * 43. ; 
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in haman Nature, were we to go no farther, for 
bad Men's adhering, as they often do, to the beſt 
Religion. And ſome of theſe Reaſons, or, at leaſt, 
ail together, I ſhould hope, might fairly account, 
with you, for ſuch Mens living in the Communion 
of the Church, and being zealous for it, without 
any Diſgrace to the Church itſelf, and without 
any Occaſion given for our being put in Mind 

that the Tree is known by its Fruits. 
I ͤ mention now, Sir, that Aphoriſm of our Lord, 
becauſe, I remember, you were pleaſed to apply 
it, as I have heard others do, to this Subject; and 
T. then neglected, I know not how, to ſay any 
thing to it. Tes, Sir, our Lord does ſay, and 
he had it often in his Mouth, that the Tree is 
known by its Fruits. Falſe Prophets, he ſays, are 
known by their Fruits; and falſe Churches, ſay I, 
are known by zheirs, But what are thoſe Fruits? 
Perhaps you will ſay, it cannot be their Doctrines, 
becauſe their Doctrines are the things we are to 
judge of, not the things we are to judge by. But 
there is no Abſurdity, that I can fee, in judging 
of ſome by others; F thoſe Doctrines which they 
openly profeſs and publickly avow, and which 
they, at firſt, propoſe to you to bring ycu over 
to, by thoſe (generally more miſchievous) which 
they afterwards labour to infuſe into you, but 
would not venture to truſt you with, till they had 
got you in their Power, and made ſure of you: 
common Way (they ſay) of dealing with new 
Converts in the Church of Rome. Or, perhaps, 
by the Fruits we are to know them by, our Sa- 
viour means the Views with which they propagate 
their Doctrines, (which, if you wait a while, or 
watch them narrowly, will plainly appear) and 
the Uſes to which they, afterwards, apply them, 
ſuch (for inſtance) as getting a Power _ 9 
onſci- 
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Conſciences of the People, keeping them in a ſla- 
viſh Subjection to themſelves, or preparing them 
for any miſchievous or rebellious Enterprize z or 
elſe, filling their own Pockets, enriching their 
Church, and promoting the Ends of worldly Great- 
nels and Dominion. But if you ſtill inſiſt they are 
the Actions of their Lives that are here meant, I 
ſhall not contend with you, provided you mean ſuch 
Actions, as the Principles and Doctrines they teach 
naturally tend to, and have a direct Influence to pro- 
duce. But if, you mean other Actions which thoſe 
Principles and Doctrines have no Tendency to, or 
Influence upon, they are not the Fruits which our 
Saviour means the Tree was to be known by. By 
ſuch Actions you can no more know what their 
Religion is, whether good or bad, than you can 
know the Goodneſs of any Tree in your Garden, by 
obſerving the Fruit of an Ivy that happens to twine 
about it. If (for Example) a Papiſt aſſaſſinates his 
natural and lawful Prince, being a Proteſtant, that 
Act of his is ſuch as his Religion may be known by, 
becauſe his Religion excites him to, and warrants 
him to do it. But if he picks your Pocket, ſteals 
out of your Houſe, or robs you upon the Highway, 
thoſe Acts are not the Fruits whereby his Religion 
can be known, becauſe, bad as it is, it encourages 
nothing, that I know of, of that Nature, 

You will permit me, Sir, to purſue our Saviour's 
Similitude a little farther, in hopes of deriving ſome- 
what more Light upon this Subject. He certainly 
means no more, becauſe no more is true, than that 
a good Tree will bring forth good Fruit, nothing 
external binders; for otherwiſe, it may produce 
very bad, or none at all. Be it ever ſo in its 
own Nature, the very beſt ſui generis, if it be planted 
after a wrong manner, in an improper Soil, or an 


unfriendly Climate, there may be ns Fruit, or what 
is 
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is may be very poor and bad, or ſome accidental 
Blaft —_— upon it may deſtroy it all in the Bloſ- 
fom. In like manner, the he Religion will infalli- 
bly e the beſt Practice, when there is no- 
thing to ohſtruct its Operation. But Circumſtances 
often keep it from doing ſo. Cuſtom, Education, 
natural Complexion, and other things, hinder its 
Effect, on particular Perſons. And, with regard 
to whole Churches, the particular Situations they 
may be placed in, ſuch as Security or Danger, Proſ- 
perity or Adverſity, a peaceful or troubled State of 
pe Affairs, the good or the bad Examples of 
inces and great Men, and many other things of a 
like nature, will always hinder or promote the Effi- 
cacy of its Doctrines upon the Lives of Men. And, 
therefore, you ſee, that under the ſame Conſtitution 
of Religion, under the Profeſſion of the ſame Doc- 
trines and Opinions, People, in different Times 
and Places, live very differently, um, or here, in 
a more looſe and diflolute, then, or there, in a 
ſtricter manner, as theſe Circumſtances happen to 
influence and determine. Nay, it is ſometimes ſeen, 
that Religion, in a very corrupt and degenerate 
State, where all Circumſtances of this Nature are 
very favourable to its Intereſts, produces as great 
Effects, and makes Men live as virtuouſly, and, 
rhaps, more ſo, than it does under ſuch Circum- 
ances as are unfavourable to it, where it is pro- 
feſſed in much greater Purity. ; 
After all, Sir, I would not be thought univer- 
ſally to aſſert, that the Goodneſs or Badneſs of 
Mens Lives is a Matter of no Conſideration at all, 
in making a Judgment concerning the Truth or 
Goodneſs of any Religion. I allow it to have Place, 
and to be alſo of conſiderable Weight in the Queſ- 
tion between Chriſtianity and other Religions fun- 
damentally falſe, as the Mabometan, and much _ 
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the Pagan, in its various Forms and Shapes. There 
is not only a viſible, but a great Difference between 
the Lives of Chriſtians, and of the Profeſſors of 
thoſe Religions, much to the Honour of Chriſten- 
dom, whatever ſome devout and well- meaning 
Chriſtians, while they were only declaiming, and 
not ſpeaking critically of Things, have incauticuſſy 
ſaid, or ſome of our Infidels have fiily and malici- 
oufly pretended to the contrary. For not only the 
Bulk and Generality of Chriſtians are much freer 
from all groſs Vices and ſhameful Enormities, but 
vaſt Multitudes of them, even in theſe Days, de- 
generate as they are, have, by the Power and Effi- 
cacy of the Chriſtian Doctrine (for what elſe ſhould 
it be done by?) been raiſed to ſuch a Perfection 
of Holineſs, as, I am pretty ſure, none of the other 

ſort ever attained to, or, perhaps, have had an 
notion of. And this, I readily grant you, is a legi- 
timate Preſumption, if it be nothing more, that the 
Goſpel of Chris is the Word of God, and the Power 
of God unto Salvation: And if your Faith in it has 
been hereby eſtabliſhed and confirmed, as mine, I 
am free to profeſs to you, has greatly been, you 
need not, I think, be aſhamed. Bur then, Sir, I 
can never admit, that the Merits of the different 
Sects and Denominations of Chriſtians, all holding 
the Head, and agreeing in Fundamentals, can be 
rationally eſtimated this Way. The great Princi- 
ples of natural Religion, and thoſe of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, are the Things whereby, in the main, 
our Lives are formed and faſhioned; and theſe, we 
may reaſonably expect, will operate in an uniform 
and equal Manner, and have an Effect pretty nigh 
the ſame in Chriſtians of all forts, who do ſincerely 
and cordially embrace them; and the external 
Forms they difagree in, are not like to make any 
Difference that is conſiderable, Nez, Sir, I will 
; | | Venture 
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venture to ſay, that where the great Principles of 
our holy Religion have been mixed and adulterated 
with many wi wy and pernicious Doctrines, as they 
have been in the Church of Rome, their Influence 
has not been weakened thereby in any ſuch degree 
as will eaſily fall under common Notice and Obſer- 
vation. hether the Members of that Church do 
not commonly diſcern the Genius and Tendency of 
their peculiar Doctrines; or whether, diſcerning it, 
they are not, by the _— and over-ruling Influ- 
ence of the great Articles of Faith, which they em- 
brace and profeſs in common with us, kept from 
purſuing it in their Practice; or whether they are 
not happy above us in ſome Circumſtances, where- 
by the evil Tendency of their peculiar Doctrines 
may, in a good meaſure, be counter-balanced; what- 
ever be the Reaſon, there is not, ſo far as appears 
to me, in their Lives and ours, or indeed thoſe of 
any Sorts of Chriſtians we are acquainted with, any 
ſuch Difference as that an Argument can be ration- 
ally grounded upon it, in behalf of one againſt an- 
otber. And where, in the Variety of Sects, there 
is a plain and diſcernible Difference, it will never 
be, I am fully perſuaded, found greater, than may 
be accounted for, by ſurveying the Circumſtances 
and State of Things they live reſpectively under, 
ſuch as thoſe I have been juſt now pointing out to 


ou. 

And now, I hope, it appears, that this Principle, 
That is the beſt Religion, or Way of Religion, the 
Profeſſors of which live beſt, which is cf ſuch fa- 
vourite Conſideration with you, is abſolutely falſe : 
And, though I am perſuaded there is no need to ſay 


any thing more, yet one thing I cannot refrain from 
ſaying, to put you farther out of Conceit with it. 
Sir, it is a pitiful Piece of Popery. You will find 
it in Bellarmine, and other Popiſh Writers. wy is 
ä e 
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the ſame thing, in other Words, with one of bis 
Notes of the true Church. Sanity of Life, accord- 
ing to him, is an infallible Mari, whereby the true 
Church is to be known. And he bears you in Hand, 
this Mark is only to be found upon his own. The 
Emiſſaries alſo of that Church never fail to employ 
it to make Proſelytes among us. They are ever- 
more magnifying the Prayers and Devotions, the 
Watchings, the Faſtings, the Mortifications, the 
Charities, and the Contempt of the World, which fo 
many Men and Women, in their Church, have been 
eminent for; and this is one of the ſureſt Baits thoſe 
Fiſhers of Men have to catch Proteſtants. And, 
therefore, I hope we ſhall at length be wiſer than 
to uſe, and, by uſing, autboriſe and give credit to 
an ment, which has been ſo often, and ſo /uc- 


I heartily wiſh, Sir, as I am confident you alſo do, 
that this Mark of Sanctity may be more viſible than 
it is on tbeir, and all the Churches of God; that 
they may all be ſo guided and governed by his good 
Spirit, that all who profeſs, and call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, may be led into the Way of Truth, and hold 
the Faith in the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond «of 
Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. And as to 
yourſelf, Sir, I ſhould eſteem it, I do aſſure you, 
no inconſiderable Article in the Happineſs of my 
Life, could I be a Means of leading you to act ac- 
cording to the whole Tenor of thoſe good Words 
in the Prayers of our Church which we offer u 
daily in your Behalf; I mean, could I prevail wit 
you 70 Bold the Faith, in the Unity of the Spirit, and 
the Bond of Peace, as you do in Righteouſneſs of 
Life already. 


I am, 
a $ 1 
; Your Humble Servant. 
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